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Dear  Stakeholder: 

In  May  1999,  we  asked  for  your  suggestions  for  changes  to  the  Local 
Authorities  Election  Act  (LAEA),  which  governs  the  conduct  of  elections  for 
municipalities  and  school  boards,  among  other  bodies.  This  is  part  of  the 
department’s  review  of  the  LAEA  after  each  set  of  local  elections  to  determine  what 
changes  are  necessary  to  improve  local  elections  in  Alberta. 

The  department’s  review  of  the  LAEA  and  any  changes  made  to  it  have 
several  objectives.  These  include  simplifying  and  streamlining  processes;  enhancing 
voter  convenience,  as  well  as  flexibility  for  elected  authorities;  making  the  LAEA  and 
the  provincial  Elections  Act  more  consistent;  and  increasing  consistency  between 
different  local  authority  elections. 

I am  pleased  to  present  our  stakeholders  with  a summary  of  the  suggested 
amendments  for  your  review  and  comment.  In  some  cases,  different  stakeholders 
have  made  similar  suggestions,  and  these  have  been  combined.  We  have  prepared 
this  document  to  be  ready  for  further  steps  in  the  legislative  process  if  the  Minister 
and  his  colleagues  consider  the  LAEA  for  amendment  in  the  Spring  2000  Session  of 
the  Legislature. 

Your  views  are  critical  to  the  review  and  revision  of  our  legislation.  Please 
provide  your  comments  by  November  1, 1999,  to: 


I look  forward  to  receiving  your  suggestions  and  working  with  you  to  produce 
the  best  possible  legislation. 


Boyd  Oberhoffner 
Director,  Legislative  Projects  Unit 
Municipal  Services  Branch 
17th  Floor,  10155-102  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  T5J  4L4 
FAX:  780-420-1016 
Email:  boyd.oberhoffner@ma.gov.ab.ca 
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1  Change  Spelling  of  the  Word  By-law 


Throughout  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  (LAEA),  the  word  “by-law”  appears 
as  such.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  spelling  of  the  word  “by-law”  should  be 
changed  to  read  “bylaw”  to  ensure  consistency  between  the  LAEA  and  the 
Municipal  Government  Act. 

It  is  requested  that  the  word  “ by-law ” be  changed  to  read  “bylaw”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


2  Clarify  Elected  and/or  Appointed  Bodies 


Section  1(g)  defines  “elected  authority”  as  a council  under  the  Municipal 
Government  Act,  or  a board  of  trustees  under  the  School  Act,  or  a regional 
health  authority. 

A concern  has  been  raised  over  the  proposed  election  of  regional  health 
authority  members.  It  has  been  suggested  that  criteria  need  to  be  developed  on 
why  some  public  bodies  are  elected  and  others  are  not. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  specify  that  regional  health 
authority  members  must  either  all  be  elected  or  all  be  appointed. 

It  is  also  requested  that  consultation  be  conducted  to  provide  provincial 
direction  as  to  which  public  bodies  are  to  be  elected  or  appointed. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Keeweetinok  Lakes  Regional  Health  Authority  and 
Palliser  Health  Authority. 


3  Modify  Definition  of  Elected  A uthority 


Section  1(g)(iv)  defines  “elected  authority”  as  including  a regional  health 
authority. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  definition  incorrectly  includes  the  appointed 
regional  health  authorities. 

It  is  requested  that  section  1(g)(iv)  be  repealed  as  regional  health  authority 
members  are  appointed. 

Members  of  the  regional  health  authorities  boards  were  initially  appointed  to 
allow  Alberta  Health  and  Wellness  time  to  develop  election  policies.  It  is 
anticipated  that  elections  for  regional  health  authorities  will  be  held  in  2001. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  a private  citizen. 
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Modify  Definition  of  Local  Jurisdiction  to  Include  Special  Areas 


Section  1(n)  defines  “local  jurisdiction”  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act. 

The  definition  does  not  include  special  areas. 

It  is  requested  that  section  1(n)  be  amended  to  include  special  areas  in  the 
definition  of  local  jurisdiction. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Special  Areas  Board. 


5 Replace  Reference  to  Minister  of  Education  with  Minister  of 
Learning 


Section  1(r)(iii)  defines  “relevant  Minister”  in  the  case  of  a district  or  division  as 
defined  in  the  School  Act  as  the  Minister  of  Education. 

The  restructuring  of  provincial  government  departments  resulted  in  the 
re-naming  of  Alberta  Education  as  Alberta  Learning,  and  the  official  title  of  the 
relevant  minister  as  the  Minister  of  Learning. 

It  is  requested  that  section  1(r)(iii)  be  amended  by  replacing  the  reference 
to  Minister  of  Education  with  Minister  of  Learning. 


All  department  name  references  will  be  changed  where  appropriate.  However,  if 
the  Act  is  not  considered  for  the  Spring  2000  sitting,  the  Interpretation  Act  would 
apply  and  the  reference  to  the  Minister  of  Education  would  also  be  to  the 
Minister  of  Learning.  


This  issue  was  raised  by  Alberta  Learning. 


6 Clarify  Definition  of  Seniors'  Accommodation  Facility 


Section  1 (t.  1 ) defines  seniors'  accommodation  facility  as  lodge  accommodation 
as  defined  in  the  Alberta  Housing  Act , and  a facility  for  seniors  that  provides 
accommodation  at  a location  for  10  or  more  persons  who  are  65  years  of  age  or 
older. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  Act  should  allow  either  facility  to  be  classified 
as  a seniors'  accommodation  facility. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  1(t.1)  be  amended  to  read,  “lodge 
accommodation  as  defined  in  the  Alberta  Housing  Act,  or  a facility  for 
seniors  that  provides  accommodation  at  a location  for  10  or  more  persons 
who  are  65  years  of  age  or  older ”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Edmonton. 


7 Remove  Reference  to  Nursing  Home  District  Boards  and 
Nursing  Homes  Act 


The  LAEA  refers  to  the  term  “district  boards”  throughout  the  Act  as  it  applies  to 
the  Hospitals  Act  and  the  Nursing  Homes  Act. 

Under  the  Nursing  Homes  Act,  there  is  no  longer  a reference  to  designating  a 
council  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a district  board.  However,  the  reference 
remains  in  the  Hospitals  Act. 

It  is  requested  that  the  references  to  nursing  home  district  boards  and  the 
Nursing  Homes  Act  be  removed  wherever  they  occur. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


8 Extend  the  Term  of  Office  for  Elected  Authorities  and  District 

Boards 


Section  9 states  that  the  term  of  office  for  an  elected  authority  and  a district 
board  is  three  years. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  a three-year  term  is  insufficient  to  achieve  a 
council’s  or  board’s  objectives.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  term  be  extended 
and/or  split  with  half  of  the  elected  members  being  elected  every  three  years. 

It  is  requested  that  section  9 be  amended  to  provide  for: 

a)  four-year  terms  for  councils  and  school  boards;  or 

b)  six-year  terms,  with  staggered  election  terms  for  elected  councils 
and  boards. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  returning  officer  of  the  City  of  Edmonton, 

Strathcona  County,  Leduc  County,  the  Summer  Village  of  Sunset  Beach,  and  the 
Keeweetinok  Lakes  Regional  Health  Authority. 


Requested  Amendments  Relating  to  General  & Pre-Vote  Procedures 


3 


Stagger  Election  Day  to  Share  Electronic  Equipment 


Section  10(1)(a)  states  that  “election  day  for  a local  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  a 
general  election,  if  required,  shall  be  the  3rd  Monday  in  October...”. 

Some  municipalities  have  raised  the  issue  of  sharing  electronic  equipment  such 
as  ballot-counting  equipment.  To  facilitate  this,  it  is  suggested  that  election  days 
be  staggered  either  at  the  option  of  the  Minister  or  municipalities,  within  a limited 
timeline  of  a month. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  be  amended  to 
authorize  the  staggering  of  election  days  within  a period  of  one  month  to 
facilitate  the  sharing  of  electronic  equipment. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  returning  officer  of  the  City  of  Edmonton. 


10  Allow  Returning  Officer  to  Decide  on  Eligibility  of  Candidate 


Section  13  outlines  the  duties  of  a returning  officer.  These  duties  do  not  include 
the  authority  to  review  the  eligibility  of  the  candidate  and  the  power  to  disqualify 
a candidate  deemed  ineligible. 

There  is  a concern  that  returning  officers  must  accept  all  nomination  papers, 
even  when  the  returning  officer  knows  such  forms  may  be  deficient.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  this  may  cause  the  electoral  process  to  be  unnecessarily 
expensive  and  time-consuming,  when  ineligible  candidates  are  elected  and  then 
successfully  challenged. 

It  is  requested  that  section  13(1)  be  amended  to  allow  a returning  officer  to 
screen  candidates  and  nomination  documents  for  sufficiency  and  eligibility 
for  candidacy.  If  upon  reasonable  inquiry , the  returning  officer  is  satisfied 
that  nomination  documents  are  insufficient  or  the  candidate  is  otherwise 
ineligible , the  returning  officer  may  declare  the  candidate  ineligible  and 
refuse  the  nomination  form. 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  13(1)  be  amended  to  protect  the  returning 
officer  from  liability  when  the  returning  officer  has  acted  in  good  faith 
pursuant  to  this  provision. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Legal  Services  of  the  Alberta  School  Boards 
Association. 
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11  Establish  Voting  Stations  Prior  to  Nomination  Day 


Section  13  allows  the  returning  officer  to  establish  voting  stations,  but  does  not 
specify  when  the  voting  stations  can  be  established. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  returning  officer  establish  voting  stations  prior  to 
nomination  day.  It  is  the  requester’s  view  that  when  candidates  file  their 
nomination  papers,  the  returning  officer  should  be  able  to  advise  of  the 
established  voting  stations.  In  turn,  the  candidates  could  advise  voters  where  to 
vote. 

It  is  requested  that  subsection  13(1)(b)  be  amended  by  adding  the  words 
“prior  to  nomination  day;” 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Chinook’s  Edge  School  Division,  and  Red  Deer  County. 


12  Allow  for  the  Oath  to  be  Administered  by  Statement 


Section  16  states  “every  returning  officer,  deputy,  enumerator  and  constable 
before  performing  his  duties  shall  take  and  subscribe  to  the  official  oath  in  the 
prescribed  form.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  it  is  difficult  in  larger  jurisdictions  to  administer  the 
official  oath.  The  ability  to  have  election  workers  make  and  subscribe  to  a 
statement  would  alleviate  some  of  these  problems.  It  has  also  been  suggested 
that  this  would  allow  a presiding  deputy  to  immediately  appoint  a constable 
under  section  15,  as  deputies  can  administer  statements. 

It  is  requested  that  section  16  be  amended  so  that  returning  officers 
subscribe  to  the  official  oath  in  the  prescribed  form,  and  deputies, 
enumerators,  and  constables  subscribe  to  a statement  in  the  prescribed 
form. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  returning  officer  of  the  City  of  Calgary  and  the 
returning  officer  of  the  City  of  Red  Deer. 


13  Require  Agent  to  Take  Oath 


Section  16  states  that  “every  returning  officer,  deputy,  enumerator  and  constable 
before  performing  his  duties  shall  take  and  subscribe  to  the  official  oath  in  the 
prescribed  form.” 
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There  is  a concern  that  the  Act  does  not  require  agents  to  take  the  official  oath, 
when  it  notes  on  sample  forms  that  they  also  Take  the  oath  of  secrecy”.  Also, 
some  people  may  not  use  the  same  form  and  the  oath  of  secrecy  may  be 
missed. 

It  is  requested  that  section  16  be  amended  to  include  agents. 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  71  be  amended  by  adding  “take  the  oath  of 
secrecy”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Chinook’s  Edge  School  Division  and  Red  Deer  County. 


14  Allow  Secretary  to  Delegate  Duties  to  the  Returning  Officer 


Section  19  states  “the  secretary  shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 

(a)  on  the  request  of  the  returning  officer,  provide  him  with  information  and 
assistance,  and 

(b)  on  the  vote  results  being  declared  by  the  returning  officer,  take  custody  of 
election  materials  and  provide  for  their  destruction  in  accordance  with  this 
Act.” 

Sections  19,  34,  39,  100,  101,  102,  106,  107,  112  and  135  specify  the 
secretary’s  duties.  It  has  been  noted  that  in  larger  jurisdictions  a returning  officer 
is  appointed  under  section  12.  Therefore,  the  duties  in  those  jurisdictions  that 
would  normally  be  carried  out  by  the  secretary  would  be  the  returning  officer’s 
responsibility. 

It  is  requested  that  section  19  be  amended  by  adding  the  following: 

“Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  Act,  the  secretary  may  delegate  all 
or  part  of  his  duties  and  responsibilities  under  this  Act  to  the 
returning  officer  appointed  under  section  12.  This  delegation 
remains  in  effect  until  rescinded  or  the  returning  officer  leaves  the 
employ  of  the  local  jurisdiction.  ” 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


15  Allow  Deputy  Returning  Officer  to  Administer  Oaths 


Section  20  states  “the  returning  officer  or  a commissioner  for  oaths  is  authorized 
to  administer  an  oath  to  a person  making  an  oath  that  is  authorized  or  required 
by  this  Act.” 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  sometimes  a deputy  or  other  officer  is  unable  to 
attend  a voting  station  on  election  day  due  to  an  emergency  or  illness.  This  can 
create  a problem  if  the  voting  station  is  in  a remote  area  of  the  municipality, 
where  neither  the  returning  officer  nor  a commissioner  for  oaths  is  available  to 
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administer  the  official  oath  to  a replacement  election  official  before  that  person 
can  perform  the  duties. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  allow  a deputy  returning  officer 
to  administer  an  oath  to  replace  or  add  election  officials  on  election  day. 

It  is  also  requested  that  this  provision  be  extended  to  apply  to  the 
appointment  of  substitute  deputies  or  constables  under  section  18. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Cypress  County. 


16  Clarify  Process  for  Administering  Oaths 


Section  20  states  “the  returning  officer  or  a commissioner  for  oaths  is  authorized 
to  administer  an  oath  to  a person  making  an  oath  that  is  authorized  or  required 
by  this  Act.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  as  the  returning  officer  is  authorized  to  administer  an 
oath,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Commissioner  for  Oaths  Act  to  ensure 
that  correct  procedures  are  used. 

It  is  requested  that  section  20  be  amended  so  that  returning  officers 
administer  all  oaths  in  accordance  with  the  Commissioner  for  Oaths  Act. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  returning  officer  of  the  City  of  Calgary. 


17  Clarify  Residency  Requirement  for  Municipal  Candidates 


Section  21  (1  )(b)  states  that  “A  person  may  be  nominated  as  a candidate  in  any 
election  under  this  Act  if  on  nomination  day  he  has  been  a resident  of  the  local 
jurisdiction  and  the  ward,  if  any,  for  the  6 consecutive  months  immediately 
preceding  nomination  day...”. 

There  is  a concern  that  a candidate  should  be  a resident  of  the  local  jurisdiction 
or  ward  for  a longer  period  than  is  presently  required. 

It  is  requested  that  section  21(1)(b)  be  amended  so  that  a candidate  must 
be  a resident  of  the  local  jurisdiction  and  the  ward,  if  any,  for  12  months 
immediately  preceding  election  day. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Municipal  District  of  Opportunity. 
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18  Modify  Residency  Requirements  for  School  Trustees 


Section  21  (1  )(b)  states  that  “A  person  may  be  nominated  as  a candidate  in  any 
election  under  this  Act  if  on  nomination  day  he  has  been  a resident  of  the  local 
jurisdiction  and  the  ward,  if  any,  for  the  6 consecutive  months  immediately 
preceding  nomination  day...”. 

There  is  a concern  that  a candidate  for  a school  board  should  be  a resident  of 
the  ward  for  6 months  and  the  school  district  or  division  for  at  least  30  days. 

It  is  requested  that  section  21(1)(b)  be  amended  so  that  an  individual 
seeking  nomination  for  a school  board  be  a resident  of  the  school  ward  for 
6 months  and  the  school  district  or  division  for  at  least  30  days. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Peace  Wapiti  School  Board. 


19  Clarify  Residency  Requirements  for  School  Trustees 


Section  21(2.1)  says  that  a candidate  for  trustee  of  a board  of  a school  district 
that  is  wholly  or  partly  within  the  boundaries  of  a city  is  not  required  to  be  a 
resident  of  the  ward  in  either  a general  election  or  a by-election,  but  must  be  a 
resident  of  the  school  district. 

A concern  was  raised  that  this  section  does  not  clearly  distinguish  the 
differences  between  a school  division,  district  or  ward.  Another  concern  was 
raised  that  where  a school  division  includes  a town  and  rural  surrounding  area 
close  to  a city,  a person  from  the  city  could  run  as  a trustee  to  represent  the 
town,  or  a person  from  a town  or  rural  ward  could  represent  the  city. 

It  is  requested  that  section  21(2.1)  be: 

a)  repealed,  so  that  candidates  must  reside  in  the  ward  as  defined  in 
this  Act;  or 

b)  amended  to  add  ” division , and  regional  school  divisions ” after 
“school  district ” whenever  it  appears. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Lethbridge,  the  returning  officer  of  the  City  of 
Edmonton,  Alberta  Learning,  Elk  Island  Public  Schools,  St.  Paul  Education 
Regional  Division,  Alberta  Catholic  School  Trustees’  Association,  and  Holy  Spirit 
Roman  Catholic  Separate  Regional  Division. 
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20  Expand  Disqualification  Requirements  in  Nominations 


Section  22  outlines  the  conditions  under  which  a person  is  ineligible  to  be 
nominated  for  office.  The  conditions  include  a person  being  indebted  to  the 
municipality  for  more  than  $50  in  taxes.  However,  this  condition  does  not  apply 
to  those  being  nominated  for  school  trustee. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  rule  should  also  apply  to  those  individuals 
seeking  nomination  for  school  trustee. 

It  is  requested  that  section  22(1.2)  be  amended  so  that  a candidate  for 
election  as  a trustee  for  school  board  would  be  ineligible  if  he  or  she  is 
indebted  to  the  municipality  of  which  he  or  she  is  an  elector  for  taxes  in 
default  exceeding  $50. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Town  of  Cardston. 


21  Separate  Ineligibility  Provisions  for  School  Trustee 


Section  22(1)  states  that  a person  is  not  eligible  to  be  nominated  as  a candidate 
in  any  election  under  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  if  on  nomination  day,  the 
person  is  disqualified  by  the  ineligibility  provisions  set  out  in  subsections  (a) 
through  (j). 

Section  22(1 .2)  states  that  “Subsection  (1)(f)  to  (j)  do  not  apply  to  a candidate  for 
election  as  a trustee  of  a school  board.” 

There  is  a concern  that  while  most  subsections  do  not  apply  to  candidates  for 
school  trustee,  this  is  not  made  clear  until  one  reads  section  22(1 .2).  The 
manner  in  which  the  section  is  written  has  caused  unnecessary  confusion. 

It  is  requested  that  section  22  be  amended  to  separate  the  ineligibility 
provisions  respecting  candidates  for  school  trustee  from  the  ineligibility 
provisions  respecting  candidates  for  other  local  authorities. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Legal  Services  of  the  Alberta  School  Boards 
Association. 
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22  Reject  Nominations  When  a Candidate  Owes  More  Than  $50  to 
the  Municipality 


Section  22(1)  states  “a  person  is  not  eligible  to  be  nominated  as  a candidate  in 
any  election  under  this  Act  if  on  nomination  day... 

(f)  he  is  indebted  to  the  municipality  of  which  he  is  an  elector  for  taxes 
in  default  exceeding  $50,  excluding  therefrom 

(i)  any  indebtedness  for  current  taxes,  and 

(ii)  any  indebtedness  for  arrears  of  taxes  for  which  he  has 
entered  into  a consolidation  agreement  with  the  municipality, 
unless  he  is  in  default  in  the  payment  of  any  money  due 
under  the  agreement; 

(f)  he  is  indebted  to  the  local  jurisdiction  for  which  the  election  is  to  be 
held  for  any  debt  exceeding  $500  and  in  default  for  more  than  90 
days;” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  post-election  embarrassments,  legal  expenses  and 
problems  could  be  avoided  if  the  returning  officer  was  able  to  reject  a nomination 
for  office  if  the  person  nominated  is  “personally”  indebted  to  the  municipality  for 
more  than  $50,  excluding  current  taxes. 

It  is  requested  that  section  22(1)  be  amended  to  authorize  the  returning 
officer  to  reject  a nomination,  subject  to  the  restrictions  outlined  in  section 
22. 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  22(1  )(g)  be  amended  to  reduce  the  amount 
from  $500  to  $50,  and  to  specify  that  the  amount  is  personally  owed  by  the 
nominee. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Town  of  Coronation  and  the  Town  of  St.  Paul. 


23  Exclude  Labour  Union  Employees  from  Seeking  Nominations  for 
Regional  Health  Authority  Boards 


Section  22  states  the  situations  under  which  a person  is  not  eligible  to  be 
nominated  as  a candidate  in  any  election  under  the  Act. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  an  officer,  employee  or  agent  of  a labour  union  could 
seek  to  be  nominated  as  a candidate  for  a health  authority.  It  is  not  appropriate 
for  a person  to  sit  on  management  and  labour  sides  of  the  negotiating  table  at 
the  same  time. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  prevent  employees  and/or 
agents  of  labour  unions  to  seek  nominations  for  regional  health  authority 
boards. 
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The  department  feels  that  section  22(1  )(i)  covers  this  issue  as  it  states  “a  person 
is  not  eligible  to  be  nominated  as  a candidate  in  any  election  under  this  Act  if  on 
nomination  day  he  has  a pecuniary  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  any  subsisting 
contract  with  the  local  jurisdiction  for  which  the  election  is  to  be  held  under  which 
money  of  the  local  jurisdiction  is  payable  or  may  become  payable  for  any  work, 
service,  matter  or  thing”. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Keeweetinok  Lakes  Regional  Health  Authority. 


24  Grant  Unpaid  Leave  of  Absence  to  Employees  Running  for 
School  Board  Trustee 


Section  22(3)  states  “an  employee  of  a municipality  who  wishes  to  be  nominated 
as  a candidate  in  an  election  to  be  held  for  that  municipality  may  apply  to  the 
council  for  a leave  of  absence  without  pay  on  or  after  July  1 in  the  year  of  a 
general  election...” 

School  boards  have  noted  that  the  provision  for  a leave  of  absence  for  a 
municipal  employee  running  for  election  is  not  extended  to  a school  board 
employee. 

It  is  requested  that  section  22(3)  be  amended  to  allow  school  board 
employees  to  be  granted  unpaid  leaves  of  absences  to  run  for  trustee . 


Alberta  Learning  has  expressed  opposition  to  this  provision  being  extended  to 
school  board  employees.  


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  returning  officer  of  the  City  of  Edmonton,  Edmonton 
Public  Schools,  City  of  Calgary,  City  of  Red  Deer,  Alberta  School  Boards 
Association,  and  Elk  Island  Public  Schools. 


25  Extend  Time  Period  Between  Nomination  Day  and  Election  Day 


Section  25  specifies  that  nomination  day  is  to  be  4 weeks  before  election  day. 

Concerns  have  been  raised  that  4 weeks  is  insufficient  to  make  all  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  election. 

It  is  requested  that  section  25  be  amended  to  extend  the  time  period 
between  nomination  day  and  election  day.  The  suggested  options  include 
extending  the  present  timeline  from  4 weeks  to: 
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a)  5 weeks ; 

b)  6 weeks;  or 

c)  8 weeks. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary,  the  Town  of  Millet,  the  City  of 
Edmonton,  and  the  City  of  Red  Deer. 


26  Reduce  the  Advertising  Notice  Timelines  to  One  Week 


Section  26(1)  states  that  the  deadline  for  mailing  or  delivering  the  notice  of 
nomination  day  to  every  residence  is  at  least  2 weeks  before  nomination  day. 
Section  35(2)  states  that  the  deadline  for  mailing  or  delivering  the  notice  of 
election  day  to  every  residence  is  also  at  least  2 weeks  before  election  day. 
Conversely,  if  the  notice  is  published  rather  than  mailed  or  delivered,  the 
conditions  may  be  satisfied  by  publishing  twice  within  an  eight-day  period. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  if  a municipality  chooses  to  deliver  notices  to 
every  residence  to  ensure  better  coverage,  the  delivery  of  those  notices  could 
take  approximately  one  week. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  notices  would  have  to  be  ready  for  delivery  at 
least  21  days  before  the  election  which  leaves  a short  timeline  to  have  them 
printed.  Complaints  are  then  received  that  the  notices  are  being  delivered  too 
soon. 

Concerns  have  also  been  raised  that  in  a small  municipality  with  a bi-weekly 
newspaper,  the  provisions  do  not  allow  a municipality  to  support  the  newspaper 
in  the  publication  of  all  election  notices. 

It  is  requested  that  section  26(1)  be  amended  by  replacing  the  reference  to 
“at  least  2 weeks  before ” with  “at  least  one  week  before ”. 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  35(2)  be  amended  by  replacing  “at  least 
once  a week  in  each  of  the  2 weeks ” with  “at  least  twice”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary,  the  Town  of  Millet,  and  Elk  Island 
Public  Schools. 
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27  Require  Criminal  Background  Check  for  School  Trustee 
Candidates 


Section  27  outlines  the  procedures  a candidate  must  follow  to  successfully 
submit  his/her  nomination  paper. 

School  boards  have  expressed  interest  in  requiring  criminal  background  checks 
for  trustee  candidates,  similar  to  those  required  of  employees  of  school  boards, 
to  reveal  criminal  records,  especially  those  related  to  child  or  sexual  abuse. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  require  a candidate  for  school 
trustee  to  submit  to  a criminal  background  check  when  filing  nomination 
forms. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Edmonton  Public  Schools. 


28  Allow  School  Boards  to  Require  More  Than  5 Signatures  on 
Nomination  Forms  for  School  Trustee  Candidates 


Section  27(1)  states  that  “every  nomination  of  a candidate  shall  be  in  the 
prescribed  form  and  signed  by  at  least  5 electors  eligible  to  vote  in  that  election 
and  resident  in  the  local  jurisdiction  on  the  date  of  signing  the  nomination.” 

School  boards  wish  to  have  the  option  of  requiring  more  than  5 nominating 
signatures  on  the  nomination  forms.  The  option  of  requiring  more  signatures  is 
limited  only  to  cities  as  per  section  27(1.1). 

Previously  this  had  been  assumed  to  be  available  to  school  boards  and  25 
signatures  had  been  required  for  school  board  candidates. 

It  is  requested  that  section  27(1)  be  amended  to  allow  school  boards  the 
option  of  requiring  more  than  5 nominating  signatures  on  nomination 
forms. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Edmonton  Public  Schools  and  the  Alberta  School 
Boards  Association. 


29  Allow  Submission  of  Nominations  by  Electronic  Transmission 


Section  28(1)  requires  the  returning  officer  to  receive  nominations  at  the  local 
jurisdiction  office  between  10  a.m.  and  12  noon  on  nomination  day. 
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Section  28(2)  allows  any  person  to  file  a nomination  described  in  section  27  with 
the  returning  officer  or  deputy. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  Act  does  not  make  specific  provision  for  the 
submission  of  nominations  by  way  of  electronic  transmission  including  fax. 

It  is  requested  that  section  28  be  amended  to  provide  for  the  filing  of 
nominations  by  electronic  transmission  including  fax. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Alberta  Learning  and  the  Alberta  School  Boards 
Association. 


30  Clarify  Returning  Officer's  Duty  to  Verify  Nominations 


Sections  27  and  28  specify  the  form  nominations  must  take  and  how  those 
nominations  must  be  filed  with  the  returning  officer. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  these  sections  do  not  specifically  address  the 
duty  of  the  returning  officer  to  verify  the  contents  of  nomination  papers  submitted 
on  nomination  day. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  stating  that  “the  obligation  to 
ensure  that  nomination  documents  are  received  in  accordance  with  section 
27(1)  rests  with  the  person  being  nominated 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  returning  officer  of  the  City  of  Edmonton,  the  City  of 
Calgary,  and  the  City  of  Red  Deer. 


31  Allow  for  Late  Filing  of  Nomination  Papers  Under  Specific 
Circumstances 


Section  28  sets  time  limits  within  which  nomination  papers  must  be  filed  with  the 
local  jurisdiction  office.  There  is  no  provision  for  the  returning  officer  to  extend 
the  deadline  for  filing. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  there  should  be  a mechanism  or  process  to  allow 
the  late  filing  of  nomination  papers  due  to  special  circumstances  such  as: 

a)  death  in  the  immediate  family  on  the  date  of  filing  (before  closing)  and/or  2 
or  3 days  before  the  filing  date;  or 

b)  serious  illness  or  accident  in  the  immediate  family  requiring  the  attention 
of  the  nominee. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  28  be  amended  to  allow  the  returning  officer  to 
vary  the  prescribed  time  limits  under  specific  circumstances. 

It  is  also  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  require  nominators  to  date 
their  signatures  on  the  nomination  forms  to  prevent  abuse  of  the  “late 
filing ” provisions. 


Accepting  late  nomination  papers  would  have  major  impacts  on  a number  of 
election  procedures,  including  the  time  to  withdraw  a nomination,  adequate  time 
for  printing  ballots,  times  for  advance  votes,  and  the  date  of  the  election.  In 
addition,  the  reasons  for  accepting  late  nominations  would  have  to  be  carefully 
defined. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  a private  citizen. 


32  Extend  Time  Period  to  Receive  Nominations 


Section  28(1)  states  that  “the  returning  officer  shall  receive  nominations  at  the 
local  jurisdiction  office  between  10  a.m.  and  12  noon  on  nomination  day.” 

Section  28(1.1)  states  that  “notwithstanding  subsection  (1),  an  elected  authority 
may  provide  by  a by-law  passed  prior  to  June  30  of  a year  in  which  an  election  is 
to  be  held  that  the  returning  officer: 

a)  may  receive  nominations  earlier  than  10  a.m.,  and 

b)  may  establish  locations,  in  addition  to  the  local  jurisdiction  office,  where 
a deputy  may  receive  nominations.” 

There  are  concerns  that  this  time  period  is  limiting,  and  inconvenient  for  potential 
candidates  to  file  their  papers.  Circumstances  may  arise  where  the  returning 
officer  may  not  be  available  (e.g.  car  accident).  In  addition,  some  candidates 
wish  to  commence  campaigning  prior  to  nomination  day. 

It  is  requested  that  section  28(1)  be  amended  to  allow  the  returning  officer 
to  receive  nominations  at  the  local  jurisdiction  office  commencing  on  the 
date  of  publication  of  the  first  notice  of  nominations  until  12  noon  of  the 
date  fixed  for  the  closing  of  nominations. 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  28(1. 1)  be  repealed. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Chinook’s  Edge  School  Division  and  Red  Deer  County. 
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33  Allow  for  Nomination  to  be  Challenged  Prior  to  Election  Day 


Section  127(2)  outlines  the  grounds  under  which  an  election  may  be  challenged. 
The  timeline  to  challenge  is  within  6 weeks  after  an  election. 

A concern  was  raised  regarding  potential  breaches  of  nomination  requirements 
and  the  inability  to  challenge  the  validity  of  a nomination  until  after  the  election. 
This  may  result  in  having  to  hold  a new  election  if  the  nomination  is  successfully 
challenged. 

It  is  requested  that  provisions  be  added  to  allow  for: 

a)  challenges  of  nominations  to  be  by  an  application  to  the  courts; 

b)  a time  period  during  which  a challenge  to  a nomination  may  be  made 
to  be  between  the  time  of  delivery  of  the  nomination  papers  and  4 
p.m.  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  end  of  the  nomination  period; 

c)  challenges  by  an  elector  or  nominee  on  the  following  basis: 

(1)  the  person  is  not  qualified  to  be  nominated  or  elected; 

(2)  the  nomination  was  not  made  in  accordance  with  sections  27  or 
28; 

(3)  that  the  usual  name  of  the  candidate  in  the  nomination 
documents  is  not  the  usual  name  of  the  person;  or 

(4)  that  the  person  is  not  endorsed  by  the  elector  named  in  the 
nomination  papers,  or  the  named  elector  is  not  an  elector  in  the 
jurisdiction,  or  is  disqualified  from  endorsing  a candidate. 

d)  a requirement  that  the  challenging  document  filed  with  the  court  set 
out  the  facts  and  be  supported  by  an  affidavit  on  which  the  challenge 
is  based; 

e)  a requirement  that  the  person  challenging  notify  the  returning  officer 
and  the  person  whose  nomination  is  being  challenged,  and  provide 
them  with  the  accompanying  affidavit  and  notice  of  the  hearing 
within  24  hours  of  filing  the  document  commencing  the  application; 

f)  the  court,  within  72  hours  of  the  end  of  the  period  for  commencing  a 
challenge,  to  issue  an  order: 
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(1)  confirming  the  person  as  a candidate  or  declaring  the  person  is 
no  longer  a candidate;  or 

(2)  declaring  the  person  is  or  is  not  entitled  to  have  his/her  usual 
name  as  submitted  on  the  nomination  papers  used  on  the  ballot 

g)  the  costs  of  a challenge  to  be  paid  in  accordance  with  the  order  of 
the  court;  and 

h)  the  decision  of  the  court  on  a challenge  under  this  provision  to  be 
final. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Edmonton. 


34  Clarify  Actions  Required  by  Bylaw  or  Resolution 


There  are  various  references  throughout  the  LAEA  that  allow  elected  authorities 
to  act  by  bylaw  in  some  instances  and  by  resolution  in  others.  Specifically, 
section  28(1.1)  dealing  with  nomination  day,  and  section  80  dealing  with 
institutional  vote  eligibility  require  the  elected  authority  to  act  by  bylaw.  However, 
section  79  dealing  with  home  voting  for  incapacitated  electors  allows  an  elected 
authority  to  act  by  resolution. 

A concern  has  been  raised  whether  or  not  the  discrepancy  was  intentional  or 
accidental. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Act  be  reviewed  to  provide  consistency  to  the 
manner  in  which  an  elected  authority  may  act 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Municipal  Services  Branch,  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs. 


35  Clarify  the  Effect  of  the  Freedom  of  Information  and  Protection 
of  Privacy  Act  Requirements 


Sections  28(3)  and  34(3)  provide  for  the  inspection  of  nomination  papers  by  a 
person  eligible  to  vote  in  the  election. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  provisions  of  the  LAEA  restricting  the  right  to 
inspect  nomination  papers  to  electors  of  the  local  jurisdiction  may  be  in  conflict 
with  the  Freedom  of  Information  and  Protection  of  Privacy  Act. 

It  is  requested  that  the  validity  of  sections  28(3)  and  34(3)  be  clarified  in 
light  of  the  Freedom  of  Information  and  Protection  of  Privacy  Act 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 
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36  Delete  References  to  Cash  Orders 


Sections  30(1)  and  103(1)(b)  regarding  nomination  deposits  and  judicial  recount 
applications,  respectively,  state  that  a ‘cash  order’  will  be  accepted  as  a form  of 
payment. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  a cash  order  should  either  be  defined,  or  the 
term  deleted,  as  it  is  not  a familiar  negotiable  instrument. 

It  is  requested  that  the  term  ‘cash  order ’ either  be  deleted  from  sections 
30(1)  and  103(1)(b)  or  clearly  defined. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary  and  the  City  of  Edmonton. 


37  Clarify  the  Requirements  for  Withdrawal  and  Insufficient 
Nominations 


Section  31(1)  outlines  the  procedure  for  receiving  nominations  for  the  offices  of 
an  elected  authority.  The  provision  also  outlines  the  process  when  insufficient 
nominations  are  received.  Section  32(1)  states  the  process  a candidate  must 
follow  to  withdraw  his/her  nomination,  and  allows  a candidate  to  withdraw  his/her 
nomination  within  24  hours  after  the  nomination  period  has  ended,  if  more  than 
the  required  number  of  candidates  are  nominated. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  insufficient  nominations  for  one  office  require 
nominations  for  all  offices  to  be  held  open.  Therefore,  a withdrawal  of 
nominations  could  be  made  more  than  24  hours  after  the  close  of  nominations 
for  offices  with  sufficient  candidates. 

It  is  requested  that  the  phrase  “for  that  office ” be  added  following 
“ nominations ” in  section  31(1)  and  “ period ” in  section  32(1). 


Section  31(1)(a)  specifies  that  if  insufficient  nominations  are  received  for  any 
office,  the  time  for  receiving  nominations  is  extended  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
further  nominations  for  the  office. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 
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38  Extend  Time  for  Candidate  to  Withdraw 


Section  32  permits  a candidate  to  withdraw  his/her  nomination  for  any  particular 
office,  at  any  time  within  24  hours  after  the  close  of  the  nomination  period,  if 
more  than  the  required  number  of  candidates  are  nominated. 

There  is  a concern  that  24  hours  is  an  insufficient  period  of  time  in  which  to  make 
a decision  to  withdraw.  For  instance,  if  a person  learned  of  a potential  challenge 
to  his/her  candidacy,  a reasonable  time  period  is  required  to  seek  legal  advice 
with  respect  to  questions  of  eligibility. 

It  is  requested  that  section  32  be  amended  to  allow  a candidate  to  withdraw 
his/her  nomination  at  any  time  within  72  hours  after  the  close  of  the 
nomination  period. 


This  requested  amendment  would  have  implications  for  meeting  timelines  for 
other  requirements  of  the  Act. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  Legal  Services  of  the  Alberta  School  Boards 
Association. 


39  Clarify  Election  Process  When  Candidate  Dies 


Section  30(3)  states  “if  a candidate  dies  before  the  closing  of  the  voting  station 
on  election  day,  the  sum  deposited  by  him  shall  be  returned  to  his  estate.” 

Section  33  states: 

“(1)  An  elected  authority  may,  by  a bylaw  passed  prior  to  nomination  day, 

provide  that  if  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  voting  stations  on  election  day  a 
candidate  for  an  elected  authority  or  district  board  dies  after  being 
nominated, 

a)  the  election  for  the  position  for  which  the  deceased  candidate  was 
nominated  shall  be  discontinued,  and 

b)  the  elected  authority  shall  as  soon  as  practicable  provide  for  the 
holding  of  a new  election  for  that  office. 

(2)  If  a candidate  dies  after  being  nominated  and  a bylaw  has  not  been 

passed  under  subsection  (1),  the  returning  officer  shall  cause  a notice  of 
the  death  to  be  posted  at  a conspicuous  location  in  all  the  relevant  voting 
stations.” 
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It  has  been  suggested  that  the  provisions  for  the  death  of  a candidate  under  the 
Act  be  reviewed.  In  one  instance,  a candidate  died  after  the  advance  vote 
during  a general  election.  Sections  30(3)  and  33  do  not  specify  any  provisions  in 
this  situation. 

It  is  requested  that  the  provisions  be  clarified  for  instances  when  a death  of 
a candidate  occurs  during  a general  election  after  the  advance  vote  has 
already  been  conducted  to  provide  fora  clearer  procedure. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Town  of  Hinton  and  the  Special  Areas  Board. 


40  Limit  Number  of  Voting  Stations  in  Division 


Section  37(1)  provides  that  only  one  voting  station  can  be  designated  for  each 
voting  subdivision.  Section  161  (1  )(a)  allows  regulations  to  be  prescribed 
allowing  modified  voting.  This  includes  designating  more  than  one  voting  station 
per  voting  subdivision. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  there  should  be  only  one  voting  station  per  voting 
division  to  ensure  that  electors  are  not  able  to  vote  at  more  than  one  voting 
station. 

It  is  requested  that  no  variation  from  the  one  voting  station  per  voting 
subdivision,  as  outlined  in  section  37(1),  be  allowed. 


Section  37(1)  allows  only  one  voting  station  per  voting  subdivision.  Requesting 
the  Province  to  allow  for  more  than  one  voting  station  is  at  the  discretion  of 
council.  Therefore,  the  department  believes  such  an  amendment  is 
unnecessary.  


This  issue  was  raised  by  Smoky  Lake  County. 


41  Allow  the  Returning  Officer  to  Determine  the  Number  of  Voting 
Stations  and  Subdivision  Boundaries 


Under  section  36  the  elected  authority  has  the  discretion  to  divide  the  jurisdiction 
into  voting  subdivisions  and/or  alter  their  boundaries.  Section  37  states  that 
there  will  only  be  one  voting  station  for  each  voting  subdivision. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  subdivision  boundaries  cause  confusion  for  the 
electors  and  that  electors  should  have  the  option  to  vote  at  any  station  within 
their  ward. 
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It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  allow  the  returning  officer  to 
determine  the  number  of  voting  stations  per  ward  and  the  voting 
subdivision  boundaries. 


Section  36(1)  specifically  states  that,  if  authorized  by  resolution  by  the  elected 
authority,  the  returning  officer  may  decide  the  boundaries  and  voting 
subdivisions. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Holy  Family  Catholic  Regional  Division. 


42  Require  First  Voter  to  View  the  Ballot  Box 


Section  40  requires  the  deputy  or  other  presiding  person,  upon  opening  the 
voting  station,  to  show  each  ballot  box  to  the  persons  present  at  the  voting 
station  prior  to  sealing  the  box. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  has  caused  individuals  to  question  whether 
the  ballot  box  was  viewed  or  not  at  past  elections. 

It  is  requested  that  section  40(1)  be  amended  to  require  the  first  voter  to 
view  the  empty  box  and  its  sealing,  then  sign  an  affidavit  to  that  effect,  and 
further  that  the  affidavit  not  be  placed  in  the  ballot  box  to  make  it  available 
for  public  scrutiny. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Municipal  District  of  Rocky  View. 


43  Add  the  Word  “ Incumbent ” on  the  Ballot  Where  Applicable 


Section  43(2)  outlines  the  manner  in  which  the  names  of  the  candidates  are  to 
appear  on  the  ballot. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  if  the  names  of  candidates  are  the  same  or 
similar,  there  may  be  confusion  on  the  part  of  the  voters  as  to  who  they  are 
voting  for,  particularly  when  one  of  the  candidates  is  an  incumbent. 

It  is  requested  that  section  43(2)  be  amended  to  allow  that  if  the  name  of  a 
candidate  and  the  incumbent  are  the  same  or  similar,  the  holder  of  the 
office  may  use  the  word  “ incumbent ” as  a distinguishing  factor. 


A regulation  may  be  passed  pursuant  to  section  161(1)(a)  of  the  Local 
Authorities  Election  Act  to  accommodate  specific  requests  of  this  nature. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Legal  Services  Department  of  the  City  of  Calgary. 
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44  Request  Earlier  Opening  Times  of  Voting  Station  for 
By-elections  and  Plebiscites 


Section  46(1.1)  states  that  an  elected  authority  may  pass  a bylaw  prior  to  June 
30  in  a year  in  which  an  election  is  to  be  held  to  have  the  voting  station  open 
before  10:00  a.m. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  section  does  not  provide  for  setting  an  earlier 
opening  time  for  voting  stations  for  by-elections  and  plebiscites  that  are  held  on 
a date  other  than  the  general  election. 

It  is  requested  that  section  46  be  amended  to  authorize  an  elected  authority 
to  open  the  voting  station  prior  to  10:00  a.m.  for  the  purpose  of  by- 
elections  and  plebiscites  that  are  held  on  a date  other  than  the  general 
election. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Summer  Village  of  Birchcliff. 


45  Allow  Returning  Officer  to  Establish  a Voting  Station  at  a Work 

Site 


Section  47(1 .2)  states  “if  a local  authority  establishes  a voting  station  at  a work 
site,  the  local  authority  may  direct  that  those  workers  who  are  electors  who  wish 
to  vote  and  who  are  required  to  work  at  the  site  during  the  hours  for  which  the 
voting  station  is  open  shall  vote  at  that  voting  station,  notwithstanding  that  those 
workers  do  not  reside  in  the  voting  subdivision  in  which  that  voting  station  is 
located.” 

It  has  been  noted  that  the  term  “local  authority”  is  not  defined  in  any  act  except 
the  Municipal  Government  Act,  and  may  exclude  schools  and  regional  health 
authorities.  Section  47(1.2)  should  be  amended  to  be  consistent  with  section  37 
under  which  the  returning  officer  is  given  this  similar  authority. 

It  is  requested  that  section  47(1.2)  be  amended  by  replacing  “local 
authority ” with  “returning  officer”. 


As  an  alternative,  section  (1)(a)  which  defines  the  term  “local  jurisdiction”  could 
be  amended  to  include  local  authority”. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 
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46  Require  Municipalities  to  Prepare  a List  of  Electors 


Section  49  outlines  a municipality's  authority  to  prepare  a list  of  electors.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  it  should  be  compulsory  for  a municipality  to  prepare  a list 
of  electors. 

It  is  requested  that  section  49  be  amended  to  require  a municipality  to 
prepare  a list  of  electors. 


Elected  authorities  have  the  discretion  to  prepare  of  list  of  electors.  Many 
municipalities  have  advised  the  department  that  such  lists  are  expensive  to 
compile  and  therefore  should  remain  discretionary. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  Smoky  Lake  County. 


47  Clarify  Provision  of  List  of  Electors  to  Candidates 


Section  49(2)  states  “when  a candidate  files  a nomination  paper  the  returning 
officer  shall,  on  the  request  of  the  candidate,  provide  the  candidate  with  a copy 
of  the  list  of  electors,  if  any”. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  section  49  does  not  require  the  return  of  the  list  if 
the  candidate  has  withdrawn.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that  this  section 
should  reference  the  bylaw  required  under  section  49(1)  in  order  to  comply  with 
Freedom  of  Information  and  Protection  of  Privacy  Act  issues. 

It  is  requested  that  section  49(2)  be  amended  to  state  “after  a candidate 
has  filed  a nomination  paper  and  the  withdrawal  period  under  section  32 
has  elapsed,  the  returning  officer  shall,  on  request  of  the  candidate, 
provide  the  candidate  with  a copy  of  the  list  of  electors,  if  any,  prepared  in 
accordance  with  a bylaw  under  subsection  (1)”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


48  Clarify  the  Requirements  of  a School  Board  to  Pass  a By-law 


Section  161(2)  states  “on  the  application  of  an  elected  authority,  the  relevant 
Minister  may,  by  order,  on  any  terms  and  conditions  he  may  prescribe,  authorize 
the  elected  authority  to  pass  a by-law  adopting  the  system  for  conducting  an 
election  prescribed  by  regulations...”. 
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A concern  has  been  raised  that  it  is  not  clear  if  school  boards  require  their  own 
bylaw  to  approve  a modified  election  procedure,  such  as  authorizing  an 
electronic  voting  system,  when  the  elected  authority  contracted  to  conduct  the 
election  on  their  behalf  has  passed  such  a bylaw. 

It  is  requested  that  section  161(2)  be  amended  to  clarify  the  requirements 
of  a school  board  to  pass  a bylaw  regarding  the  election  procedure  if  the 
elected  authority  conducting  the  election  on  the  board’s  behalf  has  already 
done  so. 


Section  2(4)  provides  that  the  elected  authority  conducting  the  election  has  all 
the  rights,  powers  and  duties  of  the  elected  authority  whose  election  it  is 
conducting.  This  would  allow  the  elected  authority  conducting  the  election  to 
pass  the  necessary  bylaw  respecting  the  other  elected  authority. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  Edmonton  Public  Schools. 


School  Trustee  Election  Issues 


The  Act  and  the  School  Act  govern  the  conduct  of  elections  for  school  trustees. 
As  noted  in  some  of  the  submissions  included  here,  there  is  often  confusion  and 
concern  regarding  issues  such  as  rules  of  residency  and  elector/candidate 
eligibility.  The  Act  refers  to  the  School  Act  in  a number  of  areas,  and  the 
department  consults  with  Alberta  Learning  on  issues  affecting  school  trustee 
election  rules. 

The  department  ordinarily  takes  Alberta  Learning’s  direction  as  to  the  resolution 
of  these  issues.  Therefore,  although  the  Act  is  this  department’s  responsibility, 
some  of  its  contents  are  included  at  the  request  of  Alberta  Learning.  The 
department  has  forwarded  some  of  the  requests  to  Alberta  Learning  for  its 
consideration. 

A number  of  requests  received  related  to  changing  forms  such  as  ballots  and 
voting  registers.  As  these  are  prescribed  by  regulation,  they  have  not  been 
included  in  this  document. 
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>p  Requested  Amendments  to  the 

i Local  Authorities  Election  Act 

* Comments  Relating  to  General  & Pre-Vote  Procedures 

Respondent:  

Position:  

Representing:  

Please  check  the  response  which  most  reflects  your 
opinion  and  provide  your  comments  for  the  response. 

Where  there  is  more  than  one  option  presented,  please 
indicate  which  option (s)  is  supported,  not  supported,  etc. 

(e.g.  Support  option  1 but  do  not  support  option  2 and  3) 


1 Change  Spelling  of  the  Word  By-law 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 


2 Clarify  Elected  and/or  Appointed  Bodies 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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3  Modify  Definition  of  Elected  Authority 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

4  Modify  Definition  of  Local  Jurisdiction  to  Include  Special  Areas 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

5  Replace  Reference  to  Minister  of  Education  with  Minister  of  Learning 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

6  Clarify  Definition  of  Seniors’  Accommodation  Facility 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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7  Remove  Reference  to  Nursing  Home  District  Boards  and  Nursing  Homes  Act 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

8  Extend  the  Term  of  Office  for  Elected  Authorities  and  District  Boards 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

9  Stagger  Election  Day  to  Share  Electronic  Equipment 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

10  Allow  Returning  Officer  to  Decide  on  Eligibility  of  Candidate 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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11  Establish  Voting  Stations  Prior  to  Nomination  Day 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

12  Allow  for  the  Oath  to  be  Administered  by  Statement 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

13  Require  Agent  to  Take  Oath 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

14  Allow  Secretary  to  Delegate  Duties  to  the  Returning  Officer 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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15  Allow  Deputy  Returning  Officer  to  Administer  Oaths 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

16  Clarify  Process  for  Administering  Oaths 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

17  Clarify  Residency  Requirements  for  Municipal  Candidates 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

18  Modify  Residency  Requirements  for  School  Trustees 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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19  Clarify  Residency  Requirements  for  School  Trustees 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

20  Expand  Disqualification  Requirements  in  Nominations 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

21  Separate  Ineligibility  Provisions  for  School  Trustee 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

22  Reject  Nominations  When  a Candidate  Owes  More  Than  $50  to  Municipality 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 


Requested  Amendments  Relating  to  General  & Pre-Vote  Procedures 


30 


23  Exclude  Labour  Union  Employees  from  Seeking  Nominations  for  Regional 
Health  Authority  Boards 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

24  Grant  Unpaid  Leave  of  Absence  to  Employees  Running  for  School  Board 
Trustee 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

25  Extend  Time  Period  Between  Nomination  Day  and  Election  Day 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

26  Reduce  the  Advertising  Notice  Timelines  to  One  Week 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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27  Require  Criminal  Background  Check  for  School  Trustee  Candidates 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

28  Allow  School  Boards  to  Require  More  Than  5 Signatures  on  Nomination 
Forms  for  School  Trustee  Candidates 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

29  Allow  Submission  of  Nominations  by  Electronic  Transmission 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

30  Clarify  Returning  Officer’s  Duty  to  Verify  Nominations 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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31  Allow  for  Late  Filing  of  Nomination  Papers  Under  Specific  Circumstances 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

32  Extend  Time  Period  to  Receive  Nominations 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

33  Allow  for  Nomination  to  be  Challenged  Prior  to  Election  Day 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

34  Clarify  Actions  Required  by  Bylaw  or  Resolution 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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35  Clarify  the  Effect  of  the  Freedom  of  Information  and  Protection  of  Privacy 
Act  Requirements 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

36  Delete  References  to  Cash  Orders 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

37  Clarify  the  Requirements  for  Withdrawal  and  Insufficient  Nominations 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

38  Extend  Time  for  Candidate  to  Withdraw 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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39  Clarify  Election  Process  When  Candidate  Dies 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

40  Limit  Number  of  Voting  Stations  in  Division 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

41  Allow  the  Returning  Officer  to  Determine  the  Number  of  Voting  Stations  and 
Subdivision  Boundaries 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

42  Require  First  Voter  to  View  the  Ballot  Box 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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43  Add  the  Word  “Incumbent”  on  the  Ballot  Where  Applicable 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

44  Request  Earlier  Opening  Times  of  Voting  Station  for  By-elections  and 
Plebiscites 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

45  Allow  Returning  Officer  to  Establish  a Voting  Station  at  a Work  Site 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

46  Require  Municipalities  to  Prepare  a List  of  Electors 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 
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Critical/urgent 


Important 


Desirable 


No  concern 


47  Clarify  Provision  of  List  of  Electors  to  Candidates 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

48  Clarify  the  Requirements  of  a School  Board  to  Pass  a Bylaw 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 


Requested  Amendments  Relating  to  General  & Pre-Vote  Procedures 


37 


49  Allow  the  Presiding  Deputy  to  Declare  the  Voting  Station  Closed 


Section  46(2)  states  “promptly  at  8 p.m.  on  election  day,  the  deputy  shall  declare 
the  voting  station  closed.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  closure  of  the  voting  station  be  solely  controlled 
by  the  presiding  deputy,  as  is  the  opening  of  the  voting  station. 

It  is  requested  that  “ presiding ” be  added  before  “ deputy ” in  section  46(2). 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


50  Ensure  Consistency  in  Voting  Hours 


Section  46  specifies  that  a voting  station  is  to  be  kept  open  from  10  a.m.  until 
8 p.m.  unless  an  elected  authority  passes  a bylaw  to  open  the  station  prior  to 
10  a.m. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  if  some  elected  authorities  open  their  voting 
stations  before  10  a.m.,  electors  may  be  confused,  particularly  if  they  listen  to 
radio  stations  or  read  newspapers  from  other  elected  authorities.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  restricting  the  opening  of  voting  stations  to  9 a.m.  or  10  a.m. 
would  make  for  a more  reasonable  length  of  work  day  for  election  officers. 

It  is  requested  that  section  46  be  amended  to: 

a)  require  consistency  in  hours  of  operation  across  the  province  on 
voting  day;  or 

b)  have  voting  stations  open  at  9 a.m.  unless  the  elected  authority,  by 
bylaw,  wishes  to  commence  at  10  a.m. 


Section  46  provides  for  standardization,  but  also  adds  some  flexibility  for  an 
elected  authority  if  it  so  chooses. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Wetaskiwin  and  Strathcona  County. 


51  Modify  Residency  Requirements  for  Municipal  Electors 


Section  47(1  )(c)  states  that  “a  person  is  eligible  to  vote  in  an  election  held 
pursuant  to  this  Act  if  he  has  resided  in  Alberta  for  the  6 consecutive  months 
immediately  preceding  election  day  and  is  resident  in  the  area  on  election  day.” 
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There  is  a concern  that,  to  be  eligible  to  vote  in  a municipal  election,  a person 
should  be  a resident  of  the  jurisdiction  or  ward  for  6 months  prior  to  election  day, 
as  opposed  to  being  resident  in  the  area  on  election  day. 

It  is  requested  that  section  47  be  amended  so  that  a person  must  be  a 
resident  of  the  local  jurisdiction  (or  ward,  if  any)  for  a period  of  6 months 
prior  to  election  day  to  be  eligible  to  vote  in  a municipal  election. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Municipal  District  of  Opportunity. 


52  Clarify  that  Elector  Must  be  a Resident  on  Election  Day 


Section  47(1.1)  states  “subject  to  subsection  (1.2)  and  sections  75,  79  and  81, 
an  elector  is  eligible  to  vote  only  at  the  voting  station  for  the  voting  subdivision  in 
which  he  resides.” 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  issue  of  residency  for  election  purposes  is 
problematic.  One  of  those  issues  involves  persons  in  the  process  of  moving. 

It  is  requested  that  section  47(1.1)  be  amended  by  adding  “on  election  day ” 
after  the  phrase  “in  which  he  resides ”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


53  Clarify  that  Both  Elector’s  Physical  Residency  and  Faith  May 
Determine  Residency 


Section  27(2)  describes  that  where  a system  of  wards  is  in  effect,  only  residents 
of  the  specific  ward  can  sign  the  nomination  of  the  candidate. 

Section  47(1.1)  states  that,  subject  to  certain  exceptions,  an  eligible  elector  may 
only  vote  at  the  voting  station  for  the  voting  subdivision  in  which  he  resides. 

“Separate  school  elector”  is  defined  in  section  199  of  the  School  Act  on  the  basis 
of  the  resident’s  faith.  Likewise,  section  207(6)  of  the  School  Act  clarifies  that  on 
the  establishment  of  a separate  school  district,  a person  residing  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  school  district  who  is  of  the  same  faith  as  those  who 
established  that  district,  whether  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic,  is  a resident  of 
that  district  and  is  not  a resident  of  the  public  school  district. 

There  is  a concern  that  faith  is  not  described  in  the  LAEA  as  a basis  for  eligibility 
to  nominate  or  to  vote  in  an  election  in  a geographical  area  governed  by  both  a 
separate  school  board  and  a public  school  board.  This  issue  is  complex  and 
confusing  for  electors. 
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It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  clearly  state  the  rules 
of  residence  set  out  in  the  School  Act,  which  include  both  physical 
residency  and  faith  determinants,  to  seek  election,  nominate  and  vote  for 
school  trustees. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Alberta  Learning,  and  the  Alberta  School  Boards 
Association. 


54  Amend  Residency  Requirements  for  Separate  and  Public  School 

Voting  


Section  48  outlines  the  rules  of  residence  for  persons  wishing  to  vote,  including 
references  to  public  and  separate  schools. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  current  wording  in  subsections  (2)  and  (3) 
cause  confusion  with  respect  to  public  school  and  separate  school  residency 
requirements. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  and  the  School  Act 
be  amended  to  allow  voters  to  choose  whether  they  want  a separate  or 
public  ballot  without  the  need  for  public  and  separate  school  residency 
requirements. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Strathcona  County. 


55  Make  Rules  of  Residence  Consistent  with  Provincial  Election 
Act 


The  LAEA  and  the  provincial  Election  Act  have  slightly  different  rules  of 
residence. 

In  both  acts,  a person  may  have  only  one  place  of  residence.  The  residence  of  a 
person  is  the  place  where  he  lives  and  sleeps  and  to  which,  when  he  is  absent, 
he  intends  to  return. 

In  both  acts,  students  who  live  away  from  home  when  attending  school  but  who 
usually  live  with  family  in  Alberta  when  not  attending  school  are  deemed  to 
reside  with  those  family  members. 

In  both  acts,  a person  who  leaves  the  area  with  the  intention  of  making  his/her 
residence  elsewhere  loses  his/her  residence  within  the  area.  The  Act  specifically 
makes  students  subject  to  this  provision. 
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Regarding  temporary  absences,  the  Act  provides  that  a person  does  not  lose  his 
residence  by  leaving  his  home  for  a temporary  purpose. 

Absentee  voters  are  also  addressed  in  the  Election  Act,  but  far  more  specifically. 
In  essence,  Alberta  Members  of  Parliament  and  Senators,  and  Government  of 
Alberta  employees  who  are  absent  for  their  work  are  deemed  to  be  resident  in 
their  last  place  of  residence  before  leaving  Alberta.  These  provisions  also  apply 
to  their  spouses  and  dependents  who  ordinarily  reside  with  them.  There  is  no 
other  specific  provision  dealing  with  temporary  absences. 

Finally,  both  acts  address  the  residency  issue  for  those  electors  in  institutions. 

The  Act  provides  that  electors  who  are  confined  on  election  day  to  a hospital, 
auxiliary  hospital  or  nursing  home,  or  are  residents  in  a seniors’  accommodation 
facility  that  is  established  as  an  institutional  voting  station,  are  eligible  to  vote  at 
that  station  if  the  person  in  charge  of  the  facility  certifies  that  they  are  bona  fide 
patients  or  residents,  as  the  case  may  be.  However,  the  Act  does  not  specify 
that  patients  who  are  temporarily  in  the  facility  are  resident  in  the  facility. 

Under  the  Election  Act,  electors  that  are  on  polling  day  in-patients  or  residents  of 
a treatment  centre  or  a seniors'  lodge  where  a mobile  poll  is  to  be  held,  and  are 
acknowledged  by  an  official  of  the  facility  to  be  so,  are  deemed  to  be  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  electoral  division  in  which  the  facility  is  located  if  they  have  not 
already  voted  in  the  election. 

The  Election  Act  allows  certain  prisoners  to  vote.  Their  ordinary  residence  is 
deemed,  to  be  their  ordinary  residence  prior  to  being  incarcerated. 

There  is  a concern  that  the  rules  should  be  consistent. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  be  amended  to  make 
its  rules  of  residence  for  electors  consistent  with  those  in  the  Election  Act 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Keeweetinok  Lakes  Regional  Health  Authority. 


56  Clarify  “ Temporary ” in  Reference  to  Residency 


Section  48(1)(b)  states  “for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  the  place  of  residence  is 
governed  by  the  following  rules:  a person  does  not  lose  his  residence  by  leaving 
his  home  for  a temporary  purpose”. 

The  word  “temporary”  is  used  only  in  this  subsection  of  the  Act.  There  is  no 
definition  of  the  word  “temporary”. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  48(1  )(b)  be  amended  to  state  “ a person  does  not 
lose  his  residence  by  leaving  his  home  for  a temporary  purpose  which 
does  not  exceed  36  months ”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


57  Add  Reference  to  School  and  Regional  Divisions  for  Residency 


Section  48(2)  states  that  a person  who  is  a resident  of  a public  or  separate 
school  district  is  deemed  to  be  a resident  of  either  district,  as  the  case  may  be. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  residency  requirement  does  not  clearly 
reference  school  or  regional  divisions. 

It  is  requested  that  section  48(2)  be  amended  so  that  a person  who  is  a 
resident  of  a public  school  district,  a separate  school  district,  or  a school 
division  or  regional  division  under  the  School  Act  is  deemed  to  be  a 
resident  of  the  public  district,  the  separate  district,  the  school  division  or 
regional  division,  as  the  case  may  be,  under  the  Local  Authorities  Election 
Act. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Alberta  Learning. 


58  Amend  the  Conditions  Governing  Sharing  of  Permanent 
Electors  Register  Information 


Section  48.1  outlines  the  method  in  which  a permanent  electors  register  may  be 
compiled. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  while  regulations  exist  to  promote  the  sharing  of 
information  gathered  by  both  the  local  authority  and  the  Chief  Electoral  Officer, 
no  obligation  to  do  so  is  in  force.  However,  it  should  be  noted  that  any 
amendment  may  affect  related  sections,  such  as  159.1. 

It  is  requested  that  section  48. 1 be  amended  to  obligate  the  two  authorities 
to  work  together  to  create  a permanent  electors  register. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Keeweetinok  Lakes  Regional  Health  Authority. 


59  Allow  Election  Officials  to  Record  Objections  to  Electors’ 
Eligibility 


Section  52  implies  that  an  election  official  must  accept  any  signed  statement 
referred  to  in  subsection  (1),  even  if  the  official  believes  the  voter  to  be  ineligible. 
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Section  28  states  that  nomination  forms  shall  be  signed  by  at  least  5 eligible 
electors. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  when  an  election  is  challenged  in  court,  it 
reflects  poorly  on  the  returning  officer.  It  has  been  suggested  that  if  an  objection 
by  the  returning  officer  were  allowed  to  be  recorded,  it  would  be  clearer  where 
the  cause  for  the  challenge  lies. 

It  is  requested  that  sections  28  and  52  be  amended  to  allow  returning 
officers  to  record  their  objections  if  they  feel  the  elector  is  ineligible  to 
vote. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Municipal  Services  Branch,  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs. 


60  Clarify  Use  of  Permanent  Electors  Register  Regarding  Elector 
Eligibility 


Section  52(1  )(a)  says  that  if  a person’s  name  appears  on  the  list  of  electors,  if 
any,  or  if  the  person  makes  the  prescribed  statement,  he/she  is  eligible  to  vote. 
Section  52(3)  says  that  if  a person’s  name  is  not  on  the  list  of  electors  and 
he/she  refuses  to  make  the  prescribed  statement,  he/she  is  not  entitled  to  vote. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  confusion  exists  when  an  actual  list  of  electors  is 
not  used,  but  information  is  collected  through  enumeration  to  preprint  voting 
registers  for  electors  to  sign  and  make  the  prescribed  statement. 

It  is  requested  that  sections  52(1  )(a)  and  52(3)  be  amended  to  read: 

52(1)(a)  If  a person’s  name  appears  on  a list  of  elector,  prepared 
from  the  permanent  electors  register,  if  any,  or 

52(3)  If  a person  described  in  subsection  (1)  refuses  to  make  a 

statement  and  the  person’s  name  is  not  on  a list  of  electors, 
prepared  from  the  permanent  electors  register,  if  any,  he 
may  not  vote  for  that  office  or  on  the  by-law  or  question. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


61  Allow  Children  to  Enter  Voting  Compartment  with  an  Elector 


Section  55(2)  states  that  while  an  elector  is  in  the  voting  compartment,  no  other 
person,  other  than  in  the  case  of  a incapacitated  elector,  may  enter  the  voting 
compartment  or  be  in  a position  from  which  he  can  see  the  elector  mark  his 
ballot. 
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A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  section  poses  a problem  in  cases  when 
electors  bring  children  with  them  to  the  voting  compartment.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  in  these  cases  a deputy  must  either  take  care  of  the  child,  or  be 
in  breach  of  the  LAEA  by  allowing  the  child  to  enter  the  voting  compartment  with 
the  elector. 

It  is  requested  that  section  55  be  amended  to  allow  a child,  under  the  age 
of  seven,  to  enter  the  voting  compartment  with  an  elector. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Edmonton. 


62  Prevent  Elector^  Voting  More  Than  Once 


Section  57(1)  and  (2)  state  that  an  elector  in  an  election  may  vote  once  for  each 
of  the  persons  he  chooses  to  vote  for,  and  may  not  vote  for  more  than  the 
number  of  persons  to  be  elected  to  the  office. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  it  is  possible  for  an  elector  to  vote  at  more  than 
one  voting  station  in  a jurisdiction. 

It  is  requested  that  amendments  be  made  to  the  Act  to  ensure  that  an 
elector  is  unable  to  vote  at  more  than  one  voting  station. 


The  department  realizes  that  it  is  possible  for  an  individual  to  vote  at  more  than 
one  voting  station  if  no  list  of  electors  exists.  However,  this  is  an  offence  under 
the  Act.  Any  individual  who  commits  such  an  offence  could  be  prosecuted  under 
section  148(2)(b)  of  the  Act.  Section  148(2)(b)  states  that  no  person  shall  having 
voted  once,  request  at  the  same  election  a ballot  in  his  own  name.  A person 
who  contravenes  the  Act  is  guilty  of  an  offence  and  liable  to  a fine  of  not  more 
than  $10,000  or  to  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  6 months,  or  to  both  a fine 
and  imprisonment. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  Smoky  Lake  County. 


63  Allow  Electors  to  Deposit  Their  Ballots  into  the  Ballot  Box 


Section  63(2)  states  “the  deputy  supervising  at  the  ballot  box  shall,  without 
unfolding  a ballot  or  in  any  way  disclosing  the  marks  made  by  the  elector  on  the 
ballot,  verify  the  initials  on  the  ballot  and  deposit  the  ballot  at  once  in  the  ballot 
box.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  can  be  confusing  to  electors,  as  electors  in 
federal  and  provincial  elections  are  able  to  deposit  their  own  ballots. 

It  is  requested  that  section  63(2)  be  amended  to  allow  electors  the  option  to 
deposit  their  own  ballots  into  the  ballot  box. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


Requested  Amendments  Relating  to  Voting  Procedures 


45 


64  Authorize  Presiding  Deputy  to  Allow  a Person  to  Observe  Voting 


Section  67(2)  states  “notwithstanding  subsection  (1),  a deputy  at  the  voting 
station  may  authorize  a person  temporarily  to  observe  the  voting  procedures 
from  a location  within  the  voting  station  designated  by  the  deputy.”  Under 
section  15(1),  the  presiding  deputy  is  charged  with  maintaining  the  peace  at 
voting  stations. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  presiding  deputy  should  be  the  one  to 
authorize  a person  to  temporarily  observe  the  voting  station,  as  he/she  is 
charged  with  having  to  maintain  the  peace. 

It  is  requested  that  “a  deputy ” be  replaced  with  “the  presiding  deputy ” and 
“the  deputy ” be  replaced  by  “the  presiding  deputy ” in  section  67(2). 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


65  Clarify  Residency  of  Candidate 's  Agent 


Section  69  outlines  the  requirements  that  must  be  met  in  order  for  an  individual 
to  represent  a candidate  at  the  polling  station  as  his  or  her  agent.  Section 
69(1.1)  specifically  states  that  before  a person  is  recognized  as  an  agent,  he  or 
she  shall  make  and  subscribe  before  a deputy  at  the  voting  station  a statement 
in  the  prescribed  form. 

Section  69(1.1)  is  interpreted  by  some  deputies  to  mean  that  an  agent  must  be 
sworn  in  using  the  same  declaration  as  electors,  which  assumes  that  the 
individual  is  a resident  of  the  local  jurisdiction.  It  has  been  suggested  that  this 
section  be  further  clarified  to  state  that  an  agent  does  not  have  to  be  a resident 
of  the  local  jurisdiction  in  order  to  act  on  behalf  of  a candidate. 

It  is  requested  that  section  69  be  amended  to  clarify  that  an  individual  is 
not  required  to  be  a resident  of  the  local  jurisdiction  in  order  to  act  as  an 
agent  on  behalf  of  a candidate . 

This  issue  was  raised  by  a private  citizen. 


66  Clarify  Candidate  Acting  as  Own  Agent 


Section  69(3)  states  that  a candidate  may  personally  undertake  the  duties  that 
the  candidate's  agent  may  undertake  and  attend  any  place  that  the  candidate's 
agent  is  authorized  by  the  Act  to  attend. 
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A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  Act  does  not  specifically  state  whether  a 
candidate  must  be  sworn  in  the  same  manner  as  an  agent. 

It  is  requested  that  section  69(3)  be  amended  to  clarify  that  a candidate 
acting  as  his  or  her  own  agent  does  not  need  to  be  sworn  in  as  is  required 
of  an  agent 

This  issue  was  raised  by  a private  citizen. 


67  Clarify  Where  a Candidate  or  Agent  May  Observe  Election 

Procedure 


Section  69(4)  allows  a deputy  to  designate  the  place  at  a voting  station  where  a 
candidate  or  agent  may  observe  the  election  procedure. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  creates  problems  for  the  returning  officer 
with  requests  from  agents  to  handle  Form  8s.  This  is  further  complicated  by  the 
fact  that  the  handling  of  Form  8s  could  result  in  the  forms  losing  their  numerical 
sequence  or  being  lost,  thereby  not  balancing  with  the  issued  ballots. 

It  is  requested  that  section  69  be  amended  to  require  candidates  or  agents 
to  be  at  least  1 meter  from  the  deputy,  and  to  prohibit  them  from  handling 
Form  8s. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Municipal  District  of  Rocky  View. 


68  Allow  Deputy  Returning  Officer  to  Designate  Voting  Observation 

Places 


The  matter  of  candidates,  candidates’  agents  and  by-law  agents  observing  the 
election  procedure  at  a voting  station  is  addressed  under  sections  69(4)  and 
70(3). 

Section  69(4)  says  that  the  deputy  may  designate  the  place(s)  at  a voting  station 
where  a candidate  and/or  candidate’s  agent  may  observe  the  election 
procedure. 

Section  70(3)  says  that  the  returning  officer  may  designate  the  place  or  places  at 
a voting  station  where  a by-law  agent  may  observe  the  conduct  of  the  election. 

There  is  an  apparent  inconsistency  between  the  sections.  Under  section  69(4) 
the  deputy  designates  the  place(s)  from  where  the  designated  person  may 
observe  the  process,  while  under  section  70(3),  the  returning  officer  makes  that 
decision.  It  was  further  noted  that  section  70(2)  and  (4)  should  also  be  changed 
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to  authorize  the  deputy  to  exercise  the  noted  duties.  The  returning  officer  cannot 
attend  all  locations. 

It  is  requested  that  section  70(2)  and  (3)  be  amended  by  replacing  the  term 
“ returning  officer ” with  “deputy”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Edmonton  and  the  City  of  Calgary. 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  70(4)  be  amended  by  replacing  the  term 
“returning  officer”  with  “deputy”. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


69  Provide  Similar  Treatment  to  Those  Electors  Unable  to 
Understand  English  or  Read 


Section  72(1)  states  that  if  an  elector  does  not  understand  the  English  language, 
an  interpreter  may  translate.  Section  78(1)  states  that  the  deputy,  if  requested 
by  an  elector  who  cannot  read,  or  is  incapacitated,  shall  mark  the  ballot  in  the 
manner  directed  by  the  elector. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  an  elector  who  is  unable  to  read  and  an  elector  who 
does  not  understand  the  English  language  should  be  treated  in  a similar  manner. 
In  either  instance,  individuals  can  physically  mark  their  own  ballots,  but  need  the 
assistance  of  a person  in  reading  the  ballot  and  instructions. 

It  is  requested  that  sections  72(1)  and  78(1)  be  amended  to  read: 

72(1)  If  an  elector  does  not  understand  the  English  language  or  is 

unable  to  read,  the  deputy  may  allow  an  interpreter  to  translate 
or  a friend  or  other  deputy  acting  as  an  interpreter  to  read  the 
statement  and  other  instructions.  As  well,  the  interpreter  may 
translate  any  question  necessary  for  the  proper  purposes  of 
the  election  put  to  the  elector , and  the  elector’s  answers. 

78(1)  The  deputy,  at  the  request  of  an  elector  who  is  incapacitated 
by  blindness  or  another  physical  condition  and  is  unable  to 
mark  his  ballot  in  the  usual  manner,  shall  mark  the  vote  of  that 
elector  on  his  ballot  in  the  manner  directed  by  that  elector,  and 
shall  immediately  deposit  the  ballot  in  the  ballot  box. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 
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70  Allow  for  Voting  by  Special  Ballot 


The  LAEA  does  not  contain  provisions  allowing  a person  to  vote  by  special  ballot 
if  the  person  is  unable  to  vote  at  either  the  advance  vote  or  on  voting  day. 

Section  1 13  of  the  Election  Act  outlines  the  conditions  whereby  a person  may  be 
eligible  to  vote  in  a provincial  election  by  special  ballot,  one  of  which  is  being 
absent  from  the  electoral  division  on  polling  day. 

It  is  requested  that  provisions  similar  to  those  contained  in  section  113  of 
the  Election  Act  be  included  in  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act 


The  department  is  proposing  to  add  some  alternative  voting  methods  as  an 
option  for  municipal  elections. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  Red  Deer  County  and  the  Chinook’s  Edge  School 
Division. 


71  Allow  Returning  Officer  to  Approve  Advance  Vote 


Section  73(1)  states  “an  elected  authority  may  by  resolution  provide  for  holding 
an  advance  vote  on  any  vote  to  be  held  in  an  election.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  returning  officer  should  be  authorized  to  provide 
for  advance  votes  without  a resolution  from  the  authority.  A concern  was  raised 
that  deadlines  could  be  missed,  especially  in  rural  communities  where  meetings 
are  not  held  as  often  as  in  urban  communities. 

It  is  requested  that  section  73(1)  be  amended  to  allow  the  returning  officer 
to  approve  the  holding  of  an  advance  vote. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Town  of  Strathmore. 


72  Repeal  the  Requirement  for  Separate  Ballot  Boxes  at  the 
Advance  Vote 


Section  75(2)  states  that  in  the  case  of  an  advance  vote  “if  there  are  wards  in  a 
local  jurisdiction,  the  presiding  deputy  shall  maintain  separate  ballot  boxes  for 
each  ward.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  there  is  little  purpose  in  having  separate  ballot  boxes 
for  each  ward  as  the  ballot  must  have  the  office  printed  on  the  ballot  and  there 
would  not  be  the  same  candidates  on  any  two  ballots.  This  provision  requiring 
separate  ballot  boxes  for  each  ward  results  in  unnecessary  waste  and  usage  of 
ballot  boxes. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  75(2)  be  repealed. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary,  the  City  of  Red  Deer  and  a private 
citizen. 


73  Allow  One  Ballot  Box  for  Each  Voting  Station  for  Advance  Votes 


Section  75(2)  states  “if  there  are  wards  in  a local  jurisdiction,  the  presiding 
deputy  shall  maintain  separate  ballot  boxes  for  each  ward.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  one  voting  station  could  have  up  to  three  different 
electoral  divisions  voting,  which  would  require  three  separate  ballot  boxes.  It  was 
also  suggested  that  using  the  same  ballot  box  would  be  easier,  less  confusing, 
and  make  it  less  likely  to  have  a ballot  deposited  in  the  wrong  box. 

It  is  requested  that  section  75(2)  be  amended  to  allow  one  ballot  box  for 
each  voting  station. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Municipal  District  of  Provost. 


74  Clarify  Voting  at  an  Advance  Vote 


Section  76(a)  states  that  the  persons  authorized  to  vote  at  an  advance  vote  are 
the  electors  who  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be  absent  from  the  local 
jurisdiction  during  the  whole  time  fixed  for  the  election. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  electors  should  be  allowed  to  vote  at  an  advance 
vote  if  they  expect  to  be  unable  to  vote  on  election  day. 

It  is  requested  that  section  76(a)  be  amended  by  replacing  the  phrase, 

" have  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be  absent  from  the  local  jurisdiction" 
to  "expect  to  be  unable  to  vote  on  election  day". 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Edmonton  and  a private  citizen. 


75  Add  Persons  Acting  As  Translators  and  Define  “Friend”  to 
Include  Children  of  Elector 


Section  78(1)  describes  situations  in  which  an  elector  is  entitled  to  receive 
assistance  to  cast  his/her  ballot,  as  when  the  elector  is  unable  to  read,  or  is 
incapacitated  by  blindness  or  another  physical  condition  from  marking  his  ballot 
in  the  usual  manner.  Section  78(3)  states  that  the  deputy  may  permit  the 
elector's  friend  to  accompany  the  elector  into  the  voting  compartment  for  the 
purposes  of  marking  the  elector's  ballot  if  the  elector  is  incapacitated  as 
mentioned  in  section  78(1). 
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It  has  been  suggested  that  many  non-English-speaking  electors,  who  need  the 
services  of  a translator,  attend  voting  stations  with  a child  or  grandchild. 
Clarification  was  requested  as  to  whether  a child  or  grandchild  is  encompassed 
by  the  term  “friend”,  as  used  in  section  78(3). 

It  is  requested  that  section  78(1)  be  amended  to  include  the  need  for  a 
translator  as  a reason  for  which  an  individual  may  require  assistance  in 
marking  his/her  ballot 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  78(3)  be  amended  to  clarify  the  definition  of 
the  term  " friend " to  include  a child  or  grandchild. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Edmonton. 


76  Specify  Age  Requirement  for  Friend/Interpreter 


Section  78(3)  states  “the  deputy,  if  requested  by  an  elector  described  in 
subsection  (1)  who  is  accompanied  by  a friend,  shall  permit  that  friend,  on 
making  the  prescribed  statement,  to  accompany  the  elector  into  a voting 
compartment  for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  elector’s  ballot  and  the  ballot  when 
marked  shall  be  delivered  by  the  elector  or  the  friend  to  the  deputy  to  be 
deposited  in  the  ballot  box.” 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  friend/interpreter  should  be  old  enough  to 
understand  the  process  and  to  legally  make  a statement. 

It  is  requested  that  section  78(3)  be  amended  to  require  the  friend  or 
interpreter  to  be  18  years  of  age  or  older. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  St.  Albert  and  the  City  of  Calgary. 


77  Allow  Returning  Officer  to  Extend  Voting  Station  Area  for 
Incapacitated  Electors 


Section  78  outlines  the  process  the  deputy  returning  officer  must  follow  in 
assisting  an  incapacitated  elector  at  the  voting  station.  Section  68  prohibits  the 
removal  of  ballots  from  voting  stations. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  in  some  voting  stations  access  is  not  provided 
for  incapacitated  electors. 
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It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  authorize  the  returning  officer 
to  extend  the  voting  station  to  include  the  closest  point  of  access  the 
incapacitated  elector  can  reach. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Municipal  Services  Branch,  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs. 


78  Allow  Voting  by  Proxy  or  Special  Ballot  for  Those  Unable  to 
Leave  Their  Homes 


Section  79  provides  for  an  incapacitated  elector  to  vote  at  home  if  the  elected 
authority  has  passed  a resolution  to  allow  for  such  a vote  to  be  held.  If  the 
elected  authority  has  not  passed  such  a resolution,  the  Act  does  not  provide  for 
a proxy  or  special  ballot  voting  for  those  electors  confined  at  home,  particularly 
those  whose  conditions  limit  or  prohibit  contact  with  others. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  without  additional  provisions  in  the  Act,  these 
incapacitated  electors  are  denied  the  democratic  right  to  vote. 

It  is  requested  that  additional  provisions  be  included  in  the  Act  such  as 
mail-in  and  proxy  voting  to  allow  incapacitated  voters  more  ways  to  vote. 


The  department  is  proposing  to  add  some  alternative  voting  methods  as  an 
option  for  municipal  elections. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  private  citizens. 


79  Remove  Requirement  to  Arrange  the  Incapacitated  Elector  at 
Home  List  Alphabetically 


Section  79(3)  states  “if  the  returning  officer  is  satisfied  that  an  elector  is  unable  to 
attend  a voting  station  or  an  advance  voting  station  because  of  physical 
incapacity,  he  shall  include  that  elector’s  name  and  address  on  a list  arranged 
alphabetically  according  to  wards.” 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  list  arrangement  has  no  apparent  use  and 
requires  significant  resources  to  develop.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
procedures  developed  by  each  jurisdiction  would  ensure  the  right  ward  ballots 
are  used  by  the  deputies,  if  wards  exist. 

It  is  requested  that  section  79(3)  be  amended  to  remove  the  phrase 
“arranged  alphabetically  according  to  wards.” 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 
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80  Amend  Incapacitated  Elector  at  Home  Notification  and  Ballot 
Box  Procedures 


Section  79  provides  that  an  elected  authority  may  make  a resolution  to  allow  a 
deputy  to  go  to  a residence  of  an  elector  who  is  unable  to  attend  a voting  station 
due  to  a physical  incapacity.  An  elector  may  submit  a request  to  the  returning 
officer  to  provide  this  service.  Section  79(4)(a)  states  “when  the  returning  officer 
has  completed  the  list  in  accordance  with  this  section,  he  shall  advise  each 
applicant  in  writing  that  his  application  has  been  accepted  or  rejected,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  in  the  event  of  rejection,  give  reasons  for  it.” 

A concern  was  raised  about  having  to  notify  each  applicant  in  writing  of  whether 
a deputy  will  be  able  to  attend  his/her  residence  to  take  his/her  vote.  The 
elected  authority  may  allow  applications  on  election  day  to  facilitate  voting  by 
incapacitated  electors.  Some  municipalities  have  interpreted  section  79  to  mean 
that  a separate  ballot  box  must  be  provided  for  each  residence  attended.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  one  ballot  box  for  each  deputy  attending  residences  would 
be  easier. 

It  is  requested  that  section  79(4)(a)  be  amended  so  that  notice  to  the 
applicant  of  a decision  need  not  be  in  writing,  and  that  a separate  ballot 
box  not  be  required  for  each  residence. 

It  is  also  requested  that  all  references  to  “ a deputy”  or  “ the  deputy”  in 
section  79(1), (2)  and  (4)  be  amended  to  read  as  “ two  deputies”,  as  voting 
should  take  place  in  the  presence  of  at  least  two  deputies. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary,  Strathcona  County  and  the  City  of 
Lethbridge. 


81  Prohibit  the  Establishment  of  Voting  Stations  in  Correctional 

Facilities 


The  LAEA  is  silent  on  the  establishment  of  voting  stations  in  correctional 
facilities. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  silence  in  the  Act  on  prisoner  voting  may 
result  in  a court  order  establishing  voting  stations  in  correctional  facilities. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  state  that  any  person  who  is 
prohibited  from  voting  under  the  (Alberta)  Election  Act  is  also  prohibited 
from  voting  under  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  for  members  of 
regional  health  authorities. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Keeweetinok  Lakes  Regional  Health  Authority. 
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82  Modify  Institutional  Voting  Station  Requirements 


Section  80  prescribes  the  requirements  for  the  establishment  of  institutional 
voting  stations,  including  deadlines  by  which  the  bylaw  must  be  passed.  The 
establishment  of  other  voting  stations  is  not  governed  by  the  same  deadline 
restrictions. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  institutional  voting  stations  should  be  treated  in 
the  same  manner  as  any  other  voting  station. 

It  is  requested  that  section  80  be  amended  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  institutional  voting  stations  in  the  same  manner  as  the  establishment  of 
other  voting  stations. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Strathcona  County. 


83  Define  the  Term  “Institution” 


Sections  80-82  provide  for  the  establishment  of  voting  stations  at  institutions  and 
the  procedure  of  conducting  votes  at  these  voting  stations. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  term  “institution”  is  not  explicitly  defined  but 
is  intended  to  refer  to  hospitals,  nursing  homes  or  seniors’  accommodation 
facilities.  Without  an  explicit  definition  of  “institution”,  the  residents  of  other 
institutions,  such  as  correctional  facilities,  may  demand  that  a voting  station  be 
established. 

It  is  requested  that  “ institution ” be  defined  as  “hospitals,  nursing  homes  or 
seniors ’ accommodation  facilities 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Keeweetinok  Lakes  Regional  Health  Authority. 


84  Provide  for  Institutional  Staff  Attendance,  if  Available 


Section  81(1)  states  “if  an  institutional  vote  is  provided  for,  the  returning  officer 
shall  fix  the  times  on  election  day  at  which  the  votes  in  the  institutions  shall  be 
taken,  and  the  deputies,  accompanied  by  an  official  of  the  institution,  shall...” 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  with  the  reduction  in  staff  at  institutions,  facilities 
often  do  not  have  anyone  available  to  accompany  the  deputies.  This  lack  of 
institution  staff  should  not  preclude  electors  confined  on  election  day  from  voting. 

It  is  requested  that  section  81(1)  be  amended  by  adding  the  phrase  “if 
available ” after  “an  official  of  the  institution 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary  and  the  City  of  Red  Deer. 
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85  Allow  Candidates  orAgents  to  Attend  Institutional  Votes 


Section  82(1  )(a)  states  “every  institution  at  which  a vote  is  taken  is  a voting 
station  and  the  voting  procedure  shall  as  nearly  as  possible  follow  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  except  that  candidates  or  agents  are  not  entitled  to  be  present  at  the 
voting.” 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  candidates  and  agents  are  not  afforded  the 
same  privilege  at  institutional  voting  stations  as  at  any  other  voting  station  under 
the  Act. 

It  is  requested  that  section  82(1  )(a)  be  repealed. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Medicine  Hat. 


86  Allow  Deputy  to  Attach  Certificate  of  Eligibility  for  Election 
Officers  to  Vote 


Section  83(2)  states  “on  the  production  of  the  certificate,  the  deputy  or  constable 
may  vote  at  the  voting  station  where  he  is  stationed,  instead  of  the  voting  station 
where  he  would  otherwise  have  been  eligible  to  vote,  and  the  returning  officer 
shall  attach  the  certificate  to  the  voting  register.” 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  returning  officer  cannot  attend  all  voting 
stations  to  perform  this  function. 

It  is  requested  that  section  83(2)  be  amended  by  changing  the  “returning 
officer ” to  “deputy  issuing  the  ballots 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


87  Clarify  Which  Local  Jurisdiction  is  to  Provide  the  Certificate  for 
Election  Staff 


Section  83(3.1)  provides  that  if  an  elector  is  an  officer  in  a local  jurisdiction  other 
than  her/his  own,  the  local  jurisdiction  shall  provide  him/her  with  a certificate 
qualifying  the  elector  to  vote  at  an  advance  vote. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  section  should  be  amended  to  clarify  which  local 
jurisdiction  must  provide  the  certificate. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  83(3.1)  be  amended  to  read: 


“If  an  elector  is  appointed  as  an  officer  in  a local  jurisdiction  other 
than  the  one  in  which  he  is  eligible  to  vote,  the  returning  officer  of 
the  local  jurisdiction  making  the  appointment  shall  provide  him  with 
a certificate  making  him  eligible  to  vote  at  an  advance  vote  and  he 
may  vote  at  an  advance  voting  station  for  the  local  jurisdiction  of 
which  he  is  an  elector  without  the  necessity  of  making  the 
statement  required  by  section  77.  ” 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


88  Remove  Duplication  from  Section  93 


Section  93  says  that  the  presiding  deputy  shall  place  all  the  packets  containing 
ballots,  the  voting  register,  the  list  of  electors,  if  any,  all  statements  made  on 
voting  day  and  the  list  of  electors,  if  any,  in  the  ballot  box,  and  the  ballot  box 
shall  be  closed  and  sealed  with  a deputy’s  seal  so  that  it  cannot  be  opened 
without  breaking  the  seal,  and  marked  on  the  outside  with  the  voting  station 
name  or  number. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  “the  list  of  electors,  if  any,”  be  deleted  preceding 
the  phrase  “all  statements  made  on  voting  day  and”  as  the  same  words  follow 
this  phrase. 

It  is  requested  that  section  93  be  amended  by  deleting  the  phrase  “the  list 
of  electors,  if  any,  “ immediately  preceding  the  phrase  “ all  statements  made 
on  voting  day  and 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


89  Allow  for  Standardized  Mail-In  Voting  Procedures 


There  are  no  mail-in  voting  provisions.  A concern  has  been  raised  that  some 
electors  are  unable  to  vote  either  at  the  advance  vote  or  on  election  day  for  a 
variety  of  reasons,  including  shift  work  and  the  student  residency  rules  under 
section  48(1)(b.1). 

It  was  suggested  that  if  an  alternative  voting  option  is  extended  to  elected 
authorities,  then  it  should  be  standardized  throughout  the  province.  A concern 
was  raised  regarding  the  4-week  campaign  period  and  the  time  delays  that  could 
occur  due  to  the  mailing  of  votes. 
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It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  be  amended  to  allow 
mail-in  ballots  and  that  mail-in  voting  procedures  be  standardized  for  the 
whole  province. 


The  department  is  considering  alternative  voting  methods  as  an  option  for 
municipal  elections 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Red  Deer,  the  City  of  Calgary,  Crowsnest 
Pass  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a private  citizen  and  Municipal  Services  Branch, 
Alberta  Municipal  Affairs. 


90  Allow  Telephone  Voting 


Votes  cannot  be  cast  by  telephone. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  current  methods  of  voting  are  outdated  and  time- 
consuming. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Act  be  amended  to  allow  alternative  methods  of 
voting,  including  voting  by  telephone. 


The  department  is  proposing  to  allow  alternative  voting  methods  as  an  option  for 
local  authority  elections. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Town  of  Slave  Lake. 


91  Authorize  Posting  of  Disclaimer  Received  Before  an  Election 


Section  144  states  that: 

“(1 ) A disclaimer  delivered 

(a)  before  the  election,  or 

(b)  before  the  person  disclaiming  is  complained  of, 
relieves  the  person  making  it  from  all  liability  to  costs. 

(2)  A disclaimer  transmitted  or  delivered  under  this  Act  operates  as  a 
resignation  and  the  vacancy  so  created  shall  be  filled  in  the  manner 
provided  by  this  Act.” 

It  has  been  noted  that  in  instances  where  the  ballots  have  already  been  printed, 
and  a disclaimer  is  received  by  the  returning  officer  before  the  election,  there  is 
no  provision  to  provide  for  the  posting  of  the  disclaimer. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  144  be  amended  to  allow  the  returning  officer  to 
post,  or  cause  to  be  posted  in  a voting  station,  any  disclaimer  delivered  to 
him/her  before  an  election. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


92  Clarify  Campaigning  up  to  and  Including  Election  Day 


Section  150(3)  states  “no  person  shall  during  the  hours  when  a voting  station  is 
open,  canvass  or  solicit  votes  in  a building  where  the  voting  station  is  located,  or 
make  any  communication  to  an  elector  in  a voting  station  respecting  the  election 
otherwise  than  through  the  deputy”. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  there  is  some  confusion  as  to  when  campaigning 
must  cease.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that  clarification  be  provided  to  state 
that  a candidate  or  campaign  worker  may  campaign  up  to  and  including  election 
day. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  be  amended  to  clarify 
that  a candidate  or  campaign  worker  may  campaign  up  to  and  including 
election  day. 


The  department  believes  that  section  150(3)  implies  that  campaigning  is  allowed 
on  election  day  and  therefore  further  clarification  is  unnecessary. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  a private  citizen. 


93  Set  Standards  to  Ensure  Integrity  ofElectronic  Voting 


Section  161(1)(a)  allows  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  to  “make  regulations 
prescribing  a system  for  the  conduct  and  procedure  of  an  election  or  vote  that  is 
not  provided  for  in  this  Act  or  that  is  a modification  of  a system  under  this  Act.” 

As  electronic  voting  is  becoming  more  prevalent,  it  has  been  suggested  there 
should  be  a process  whereby  the  businesses  supplying  electronic  voting 
equipment  have  to  meet  certain  standards  to  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  vote. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  requiring  businesses  that  supply 
electronic  voting  equipment  and  support  services  to  comply  with  a set 
standard  and  obtain  certification. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Municipal  Services  Branch,  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs. 
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94  Allow  Non-Resident  Business  Owners  to  Vote 


Section  132  of  the  Municipal  Government  Act  states  that  if  a vote  is  held  to 
dissolve  a municipality,  it  must  be  done  in  accordance  with  the  LAEA.  Voter 
eligibility  in  the  LAEA  is  generally  based  on  residency,  not  property  or  business 
ownership. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  when  a dissolution  vote  is  held,  those  persons 
conducting  business  and  paying  taxes,  but  not  necessarily  resident  in  that 
municipality,  have  a vested  interest  in  the  outcome  of  the  vote. 

It  is  requested  that  where  a vote  is  to  be  held  on  matters  impacting 
businesses,  those  business  owners  be  allowed  to  vote  whether  or  not  their 
personal  residence  is  within  the  municipal  boundary. 


This  request  may  involve  an  amendment  to  section  132  of  the  Municipal 
Government  Act,  rather  than  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Evansburg,  Entwistle  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Requested  Amendments  Relating  to  Voting  Procedures 


59 
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Requested  Amendments  to  the 
Local  Authorities  Election  Act 
Comments  Relating  to  Voting  Procedures 


Respondent:  

Position:  

Representing:  

Please  check  the  response  which  most  reflects  your 
opinion  and  provide  your  comments  for  the  response. 

Where  there  is  more  than  one  option  presented,  please 
indicate  which  option(s)  is  supported,  not  supported,  etc. 

(e.g.  Support  option  1 but  do  not  support  option  2 and  3) 

49  Allow  the  Presiding  Deputy  to  Declare  the  Voting  Station  Closed 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

50  Ensure  Consistency  in  Voting  Hours 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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51  Clarify  Residency  Requirements  for  Municipal  Electors 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

52  Clarify  that  Elector  Must  be  a Resident  on  Election  Day 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

53  Clarify  that  Both  Elector’s  Physical  Residency  and  Faith  May  Determine 
Residency 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

54  Amend  Residency  Requirements  for  Separate  and  Public  School  Voting 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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55  Make  Rules  of  Residence  Consistent  with  Provincial  Election  Act 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

56  Clarify  “Temporary”  in  Reference  to  Residency 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

57  Add  Reference  to  School  and  Regional  Divisions  for  Residency 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

58  Amend  the  Conditions  Governing  Sharing  of  Permanent  Electors  Register 
Information 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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59  Allow  Election  Officials  to  Record  Objections  to  Electors’  Eligibility 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

60  Clarify  Use  of  Permanent  Electors  Register  Regarding  Elector  Eligibility 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

61  Allow  Children  to  Enter  Voting  Compartment  with  an  Elector 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

62  Prevent  Electors  Voting  More  Than  Once 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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63  Allow  Electors  to  Deposit  Their  Ballots  into  the  Ballot  Box 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

64  Authorize  Presiding  Deputy  to  Allow  a Person  to  Observe  Voting 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

65  Clarify  Residency  of  Candidate’s  Agent 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

66  Clarify  Candidate  Acting  as  Own  Agent 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 


Requested  Amendments  Relating  to  Voting  Procedures 


65 


67  Clarify  Where  a Candidate  or  Agent  May  Observe  Election  Procedure 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

68  Allow  Deputy  Returning  Officer  to  Designate  Voting  Observation  Places 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

69  Provide  Similar  Treatment  to  Those  Electors  Unable  to  Understand  English 
or  Read 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

70  Allow  for  Voting  by  Special  Ballot 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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71  Allow  Returning  Officer  to  Approve  Advance  Vote 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

72  Repeal  the  Requirement  for  Separate  Ballot  Boxes  at  the  Advance  Vote 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

73  Allow  One  Ballot  Box  for  Each  Voting  Station  for  Advance  Votes 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

74  Clarify  Voting  at  an  Advance  Vote 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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75  Add  Persons  Acting  As  Translators  and  Define  “Friend”  to  Include  Children 
of  Elector 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

76  Specify  Age  Requirement  for  Friend/Interpreter 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

77  Allow  Returning  Officer  to  Extend  Voting  Station  Area  for  Incapacitated 
Electors 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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78  Allow  Voting  by  Proxy  or  Special  Ballot  for  Those  Unable  to  Leave  Their 
Homes 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

79  Remove  Requirement  to  Arrange  the  Incapacitated  Elector  at  Home  List 
Alphabetically 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

80  Amend  Incapacitated  Elector  at  Home  Notification  and  Ballot  Box 
Procedures 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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81  Prohibit  the  Establishment  of  Voting  Stations  in  Correctional  Facilities 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

82  Modify  Institutional  Voting  Station  Requirements 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

83  Define  the  Term  “Institution” 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

84  Provide  for  Institutional  Staff  Attendance,  if  Available 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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85  Allow  Candidates  or  Agents  to  Attend  Institutional  Votes 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

86  Allow  Deputy  to  Attach  Certificate  of  Eligibility  for  Election  Officers  to  Vote 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

87  Clarify  Which  Local  Jurisdiction  is  to  Provide  the  Certificate  for  Election 
Staff 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

88  Remove  Duplication  from  Section  93 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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89  Allow  for  Standardized  Mail-In  Voting  Procedures 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

90  Allow  Telephone  Voting 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

91  Authorize  Posting  of  Disclaimer  Received  Before  an  Election 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

92  Clarify  Campaigning  up  to  and  Including  Election  Day 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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93  Set  Standards  to  Ensure  Integrity  of  Electronic  Voting 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

94  Allow  Non-Resident  Business  Owners  to  Vote 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 
Critical/urgent  Important 


Desirable  No  concern 
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REQUESTED  AMENDMENTS  RELATING  TO 


Post-Vote 

Procedures 


95  Allow  for  Processing  of  Ballots  Prior  to  8 p.m.  When  Using 
Automated  Voting  Machines 


Section  40(2)  states  that  “the  deputy  or  other  person  presiding  at  the  voting 
station  shall  keep  each  ballot  box  closed  and  sealed  and  in  full  view  of  all 
present  during  the  hours  of  voting.”  This  means  that  the  ballot  boxes  are  not 
opened  until  the  voting  stations  close. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  does  not  allow  for  the  processing  of  ballots 
prior  to  8:00  p.m.  when  using  an  automated  counting  machine,  even  though 
there  are  or  can  be  more  than  adequate  controls. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  be  amended  to  allow 
for  the  processing  of  ballots  before  8 p.m.  when  utilizing  an  automated 
counting  machine. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Medicine  Hat. 


96  Amend  Sections  Referring  to  Election  Materials  for  Consistency 


Sections  28(4)  and  100(1)  and  (2)  reference  the  retention  and  inspection  of 
nomination  papers,  ballot  accounts  and  sealed  ballot  boxes.  It  has  been 
suggested  these  sections  treat  the  handling  of  these  items  differently. 

It  is  requested  that  the  following  sections  be  amended  as  follows: 

28(4)  The  returning  officer  or  secretary  must  retain  all  the  filed 
nomination  papers  until  the  term  of  office  to  which  the  papers 
relate  has  expired.  The  nomination  papers  may  be  inspected 
by  an  elector  during  regular  business  hours  in  the  presence  of 
the  secretary  or  returning  officer  during  this  time. 

100(1)  As  soon  as  practical  after  the  election,  the  returning  officer 
shall  deliver  to  the  secretary  the  sealed  ballot  boxes  and  the 
ballot  account  and-the  nomination  papers,  and  the  secretary  is 
thereafter  responsible  for  their  safekeeping  and  for  their 
delivery  when  required. 

100(2)  The  ballot  account  may  be  inspected  by  an  elector  during 
regular  business  hours  in  the  presence  of  the  secretary  or 
returning  officer  and  must  be  retained  until  the  term  of  office 
to  which  the  papers  relate  has  expired. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 
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97  Clarify  Commencement  of  Term  for  Council  Elected  by 
Acclamation 


Section  34(1)  states  “when  at  the  close  of  nominations  the  number  of  persons 
nominated  for  any  office  is  the  same  as  the  number  required  to  be  elected,  the 
returning  officer  shall  declare  the  persons  nominated  to  be  elected  to  the  offices 
for  which  they  were  nominated.” 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  a council  that  is  acclaimed  after  nomination  day 
should  not  have  to  wait  to  hold  an  organizational  meeting  until  after  the  date 
when  an  election  would  have  been  held.  This  results  in  the  loss  of  4 weeks  of 
new  council  decision-making  time,  and  allows  the  potential  for  the  previous 
council  to  hold  emergency  special  meetings  to  force  some  decisions  on  the  new 
council. 

It  is  requested  that  provisions  be  added  stating  that  if  a council  is 
acclaimed the  organizational  meeting  can  be  held  anytime  after  the 
returning  officer  has  declared  the  candidates  elected. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Municipal  Services  Branch,  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs. 


98  Clarify  Rejection  of  Ballots  Not  Clearly  Marked 


Section  62  states  “on  receiving  the  ballots  that  an  elector  is  entitled  to  receive 
from  a deputy,  the  elector  shall  forthwith  proceed  into  the  voting  compartment 
provided  and  shall  mark  each  of  his  ballots 

(a)  by  placing  an  “X”  on  the  right  hand  side  opposite  the  name  of  the 
candidate  of  his  choice,  or  within  the  division  on  the  paper  containing  the 
name  of  the  candidate  of  his  choice,  and 

(b)  in  the  case  of  a ballot  for  a bylaw  or  question,  by  placing  an  “X”  within  the 
division  of  the  paper  marked  “for”  or  “against”  or  within  the  division  of  the 
paper  marked  “yes”  or  “no”, 

whichever  way  he  desires  to  vote.” 

Section  86(1  )(e)  states  “a  deputy  shall  examine  the  ballots  and  any  ballot  which 
is  not  marked  by  an  “X”,  is  void  and  shall  not  be  counted.”  Section  86(3)  states 
“notwithstanding  subsection  (1)(e),  if  a vote,  though  incorrectly  marked  on  a 
ballot,  clearly  indicates  for  whom  or  what  the  elector  intended  to  vote,  the  deputy 
may  count  that  ballot.” 
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A court  rejected  any  ballots  that  were  not  clearly  marked  with  an  “X”  or  a check 
mark.  It  has  been  suggested  that  this  ruling  contradicts  the  Act. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  clarifying  the  process  on  the 
rejection  of  ballots  not  clearly  marked. 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  86(3)  be  repealed  to  avoid  the  use  of 
discretion. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Municipal  Services  Branch,  Alberta  Municipal  Affairs, 
Chinook’s  Edge  School  Division,  and  Red  Deer  County. 


99  Remove  Duplication  in  Referencing  Forms 


Section  91(2)  states  “immediately  on  completion  of  the  count  of  ballots,  the 
presiding  deputy  shall  make  a statement  in  the  prescribed  form.”  Section  90 
states  “every  presiding  deputy  at  the  close  of  the  voting  station  shall  certify  in 
words,  in  the  prescribed  form,  the  number  of  persons  who  registered  to  vote  at 
the  voting  station  at  which  he  was  designated  to  preside.” 

The  only  prescribed  forms  under  the  Act  that  the  presiding  deputy  is  required  to 
complete  and  sign  at  the  end  of  the  day  are  covered  by  sections  88  and  90. 

It  is  requested  that  section  91(2)  be  repealed  and  section  91(1)(f)  be 
amended  to  refer  to  section  90. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


100  Require  Election  Result  Form  to  Comply  with  the  Freedom  of 
Information  and  Protection  qfPriyacyAct  (FOIPP) 


FOIPP  will  apply  to  municipal  authorities  as  of  October  1 , 1999.  Section  97(4) 
states  “on  complying  with  subsection  (2),  the  returning  officer  shall  forward  a 
signed  statement  showing  the  number  of  votes  for  each  candidate  and  indicate 
each  candidate  declared  to  be  elected  to  the  secretary  and  the  relevant 
Minister’s  Deputy  Minister.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  section  needs  to  be  amended  as  there  is  no 
prescribed  form  for  this  section  to  allow  the  relevant  ministry  to  collect  authorized 
candidate  information.  It  should  also  comply  with  FOIPP  in  collecting  candidate 
information. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  97(4)  be  amended  to  comply  with  the  Freedom 
of  Information  and  Protection  of  Privacy  Act  and  a prescribed  form  be 
added. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


101  Recall  Elected  Officials  on  Receipt  of  Sufficient  Petition 


There  is  no  provision  to  recall  elected  officials. 

There  is  a concern  that  elected  officials  should  be  held  more  responsible  and 
accountable  in  local  governance,  particularly  if  the  existing  term  of  three  years  is 
extended  to  four.  It  is  believed  that  by  subjecting  elected  local  government 
officials  to  a recall  referendum  for  unsatisfactory  performance,  democracy  is 
better  served.  With  sufficient  public  support,  an  elected  representative,  or  an 
entire  local  council  or  board  could  be  recalled. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  be  amended  by 
adding  provisions  for  the  recall  of  officials  elected  in  local  jurisdictions. 

It  is  also  requested  that  a recall  petition  be  supported  by  at  least  thirty 
(30%)  percent  of  the  eligible  electors  to  validate  the  process. 


The  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  sets  out  the  procedures  for  candidates, 
returning  officers  and  their  deputies,  and  electors  for  elections  for  local 
authorities.  Once  elected,  the  respective  Act  would  apply  for  municipal 
councillors  (Municipal  Government  Act),  school  board  trustees  (School  Act),  and 
regional  health  authorities’  boards  (Regional  Health  Authorities  Act). 
Disqualification  provisions  (not  including  recall  provisions)  for  municipal 
councillors  are  found  in  sections  174  and  175  of  the  Municipal  Government  Act. 


This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Summer  Village  of  Sunset  Beach. 


102  Provide  for  the  Recycling  ofElection  Materials 


Section  101  requires  the  secretary,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  a judge,  to 
retain  the  ballot  boxes  with  their  seals  unbroken  for  6 weeks  from  the  date  of 
voting  and  then  cause  the  ballot  boxes  to  be  opened  and  their  contents 
destroyed  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses.  Each  of  the  two  witnesses  swears 
or  affirms  an  affidavit  that  he/she  has  witnessed  the  destruction  of  the  contents 
of  the  ballot  boxes. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  disposition  of  election  materials  under 
section  101  should  provide  for  the  recycling  of  the  paper  contents. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  101  be  amended  to  allow  for  the  recycling  of  the 
paper  contents. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Medicine  Hat. 


103  Clarify  the  Recount  Procedure  for  Classifying  Ballots  as  Void 


Section  108(2)  states  “any  ballot 

(a)  that  lacks  the  initials  of  an  officer, 

(b)  on  which  votes  are  cast  for  more  candidates  than  are  to  be  elected  to 
the  office, 

(c)  on  which  anything  is  written  or  marked  by  which  the  elector  could  be 
identified,  or 

(d)  that  has  been  torn,  defaced  or  otherwise  dealt  with,  with  the  result  that 
an  elector  could  be  identified, 

is  void  and  shall  not  be  counted.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  section  108(2)  conflicts  with  the  rules  given  for 
deputies  under  section  86(1  )(e),(f),  and  (3)  and  could,  on  a recount,  provide  a 
greater  potential  for  changing  the  results. 

It  is  requested  that  section  108(2)  be  amended  by  adding  the  provisions 
under  section  86(1)(e),(f)  and  (3)  to  provide  consistency  in  counting. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


104  Modify  Requirement  for  Candidates’  Audited  Statements 


Section  118  outlines  those  expenses  and  payments  that  may  be  lawfully  incurred 
by  candidates  during  an  election.  This  section  also  authorizes  an  elected 
authority  to  require  candidates  to  provide  audited  statements  of  their  campaign 
contributions  and  expenses. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  requirement  for  the  statements  to  be  audited 
is  excessive.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  cost  of  auditing  often  exceeds  the 
contributions  received. 

It  is  requested  that  section  118  be  amended  to  provide  the  elected  authority 
the  discretion  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  statements  need  to  be  audited. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  Strathcona  County. 
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105  Record  Convictions  ofBribery  or  Undue  Influence 


Section  120  states  that  a candidate  elected  at  an  election  who  is  found  guilty  of 
bribery  or  undue  influence  forfeits  his  office,  and  is  ineligible  to  run  for  election 
until  two  general  elections  have  been  conducted  following  the  conviction. 
Section  122  states  that  if  a judge  finds  a person  guilty  of  these  offences  he  shall 
report  the  finding  to  the  secretary,  who  shall  record  the  name  of  that  person. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  section  122(2)  should  be  amended  to  provide  a 
reference  to  section  120  that  outlines  the  purpose  of  the  stated  provision. 

It  is  requested  that  section  122(2)  be  amended  to  allow  the  secretary  to 
enter,  in  a book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  names  of  all  persons  who 
have  been  reported  to  him  by  the  judge  pursuant  to  subsection  (1).  The 
secretary  shall  provide  this  information  to  the  returning  officer  for  the 
purposes  of  ineligibility  for  nomination  under  section  120. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


106  Ensure  Consistency  of  Fines  and  Levies 


Sections  121(1),  148  ,149  and  151  outline  the  penalties  a party  can  incur  for 
contravening  the  Act. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  fines  and  penalties  that  can  be  charged  under 
sections  148  and  149  against  the  electors  and  deputies  are  more  substantial 
than  those  levied  against  a candidate. 

It  is  requested  that  sections  121(1),  148,  149  and  151  be  reviewed  and 
amended  to  provide  consistency  for  the  penalties  for  these  offences. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


107  Create  Offence  of  Unauthorized  Use  of  List  of  Electors 


Section  159.1(a)  states  that  any  person  who  uses  any  information  obtained  from 
the  permanent  electors  register  for  a purpose  other  than  that  referred  to  in 
section  48.1  or  49  is  guilty  of  an  offence  and  liable  to  a fine  of  not  more  than 
$100,000  or  to  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  one  year,  or  to  both  a fine  and 
imprisonment. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  section  49  refers  to  a list  of  electors  which  may 
be  provided  to  candidates.  However,  no  reference  is  made  under  159.1(a)  to  the 
unauthorized  use  of  this  information. 
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It  is  requested  that  section  159. 1(a)  be  amended  by  adding  the  words  “or  a 
list  of  electors”  following  the  words  “permanent  electors  register” 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


108  Allow  Returning  Officer  and/or  Non-Resident  to  Challenge  an 

Election 


When  an  election  for  office  or  the  validity  of  a vote  on  a bylaw  or  question  is 
contested,  the  issue  may  be  tried  by  the  Court.  Section  126(2)  states  “the  issue 
may  be  raised  before  the  Court  by: 

(a)  a candidate  at  the  election; 

(b)  any  elector 

(i)  if  the  right  to  sit  is  by  acclamation,  or 

(ii)  if  the  right  to  sit  is  contested  on  the  ground  that  a member  of  the 
elected  authority  is  ineligible,  disqualified  or  has  forfeited  his  seat 
since  his  election,  or 

(c)  an  elector  who  gave  or  tendered  his  vote  in  the  election.” 

A concern  has  been  raised  about  individuals  who  knowingly  submit  nomination 
forms  and  swear  or  affirm  affidavits  to  run  for  election,  but  are  not  eligible.  A 
challenge  must  therefore  be  made  through  the  courts.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  due  to  potential  court  costs,  most  electors  would  not  challenge  an  election. 
If  the  returning  officer  is  not  an  elector,  he/she  cannot  challenge  the  election. 

It  is  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  allow  the  returning  officer, 
and/or  a non-resident,  to  challenge  an  election. 

It  is  also  requested  that  a provision  be  added  to  require  a municipality  to 
initiate  a court  challenge  if  there  is  appropriate  evidence. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Municipal  District  of  Lesser  Slave  River. 


109  Require  Affidavits  Supporting  Election  Challenges  to  be 
Provided  to  the  Respondent 


Section  127  allows  a person  up  to  6 weeks  from  the  election  date  to  provide  an 
affidavit  to  a judge  when  contesting  certain  aspects  of  the  election.  The  party  to 
whom  the  affidavit  is  directed  has  no  opportunity  to  respond  until  after  the 
judge’s  order  has  been  issued. 
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A concern  has  been  raised  that  the  time  period  is  excessive  with  no  opportunity 
for  the  respondent  to  take  any  action  on  the  matter. 

It  is  requested  that  section  127  be  amended  to  require  that  prior  to  an 
affidavit  being  filed  with  a judge,  the  affidavit  be  provided  to  the 
respondent  within  fourteen  days  of  the  election. 

It  is  also  requested  that  section  127  be  amended  to  allow  the  respondent 
an  additional  fourteen  days  to  respond  prior  to  both  parties  appearing 
before  the  judge. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  Municipal  District  of  Rocky  View. 


110  Ensure  Returning  Officer  Receives  a Copy  of  the  Disclaimer 


Section  145  states  that  after  service  on  a candidate  of  a notice  of  motion 
challenging  the  election,  a person  may  disclaim  and  shall  deliver  a duplicate  of 
his/her  disclaimer  to  the  secretary.  The  secretary  shall  communicate  the 
disclaimer  to  the  elected  authority. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  this  section  does  not  provide  the  returning  officer 
with  a copy  of  the  disclaimer. 

It  is  requested  that  section  145  be  amended  by  adding  “and  the  returning 
officer ” after  “elected  authority.  ” 

This  issue  was  raised  by  the  City  of  Calgary. 


Ill  Provide  Unbiased  Newspaper  Reporting  on  Election  Candidates 


The  Act  is  silent  on  the  requirements  of  newspaper  articles  to  provide  comments 
on  candidates  running  in  an  upcoming  election. 

A concern  has  been  raised  that  some  newspaper  articles  do  not  provide  an 
objective  portrayal  of  all  candidates  running  in  an  election.  Rather,  it  has  been 
suggested  that  some  articles  specifically  favour  one  candidate  over  another. 

It  is  requested  that  the  Local  Authorities  Election  Act  be  amended  to 
restrict  biased  newspaper  reporting  that  favours  particular  candidates. 

Any  attempt  to  direct  or  restrict  media  regarding  election  coverage  would  be 
subject  to  the  freedom  of  expression  provisions  in  the  Canadian  Charter  of 
Rights  and  Freedoms  and  other  laws. 

This  issue  was  raised  by  a private  citizen. 
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Requested  Amendments  to  the 
Local  Authorities  Election  Act 
Comments  Relating  to  Post-Vote  Procedures 


Respondent:  

Position:  

Representing:  

Please  check  the  response  which  most  reflects  your 
opinion  and  provide  your  comments  for  the  response 

Where  there  is  more  than  one  option  presented,  please 
indicate  which  option(s)  is  supported,  not  supported,  etc. 
(e.g.  Support  option  1 but  do  not  support  option  2 and  3) 


95  Allow  for  Processing  of  Ballots  Prior  to  8 p.m.  When  Using  Automated 
Voting  Machines 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

96  Amend  Sections  Referring  to  Election  Materials  for  Consistency 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 
Critical/urgent  Important 


Desirable  No  concern 
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97  Clarify  Commencement  of  Term  for  Council  Elected  by  Acclamation 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

98  Clarify  Rejection  of  Ballots  Not  Clearly  Marked 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

99  Remove  Duplication  in  Referencing  Forms 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

100  Require  Election  Result  Form  to  Comply  with  the  Freedom  of  Information 
and  Protection  of  Privacy  Act  (FOIPP) 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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101  Recall  Elected  Officials  on  Receipt  of  Sufficient  Petition 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

102  Provide  for  the  Recycling  of  Election  Materials 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

103  Clarify  the  Recount  Procedure  for  Classifying  Ballots  as  Void 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

104  Modify  Requirement  for  Candidates’  Audited  Statements 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 
Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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105  Record  Convictions  of  Bribery  or  Undue  Influence 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

106  Ensure  Consistency  of  Fines  and  Levies 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

107  Create  Offence  of  Unauthorized  Use  of  List  of  Electors 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

108  Allow  Returning  Officer  and/or  Non-Resident  to  Challenge  an  Election 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 
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109  Require  Affidavits  Supporting  Election  Challenges  to  be  Provided  to  the 
Respondent 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

110  Ensure  Returning  Officer  Receives  a Copy  of  the  Disclaimer 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 

Critical/urgent  Important  Desirable  No  concern 

111  Provide  Unbiased  Newspaper  Reporting  on  Election  Candidates 

Support  Do  not  support  Conditionally  support  Not  applicable 

Give  your  reasons  for  support,  non-support,  or  suggested  conditions. 


Would  you  rank  this  amendment  as: 
Critical/urgent  Important 


Desirable 


No  concern 
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